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TO THE. 


READER 


N this little po, jon have 
ſhewn from ſeveral places o 
Scripture. explain d, — 
to their natural Senſe. | 
1. Hiw wonderful God he in 


* his Works, and how worthy to be 
* admired, honoured and praiſed by all 


Hearts and. Tongues, ow Earth as it 


m in Heaven. 


2. How excellently the Hi 


of his glorions Works (as they are 


recorded in his Holy Word) is 
adapted by the Bleſſed Spirit, even 
to the Capacities of Children, for 


the 


_— „ 
8 J. 1 


To the Reader. 


the. great--Encouragement of them. and 
all others to mind and learn to be 
acquainted with them. 

3. What Reafons there are for Pa- 
rents particularly to engage them- 
| ſelves in the Study and Diſcourſe 
of ſuch noble and pleaſant Truths in 


their Families. 


That it was the Practice of 


the Primitive Chriſtians, 7 talk 
frequently to their Children and Fa- 
milies of the ſeveral Circumſtances of 
Our Saviour's Life, Death, &c. as 


the Jews uſually have done for many x 


Ages of the Wonders God wrought 
for their Fathers by the hand of Moles. 

Then you have a Method Propo- 
fed, bon this Hiſtory may be taught, 


with the ſeveral Steps that are to be | 


taken, for inſtilling theſe moſt profita- 
ble Traths into the minds and hearts 
of Children: Which if follow'd with 
difcretion and perſe everance, there is 
very great pro 


tency 


bility that ſuch an | 
Education will give em an unmovea- | 
ble Evidence of the Truth and Excel- 


To the Reader. 
leney of the Chriſtian Religion, il? 
produce a ſpiritual and awful Senſe of 
the Divine Majeſty, and root in their 
Souls the ſincereſt Love and Eſteem. of 
Our Bleſſed Lord Feſus Chriſt. . 
After this you. will meet with ſome 
ſhort Advertiſements or Directions 
to Parents, as to the Prattice of this 
Method, and for the more effectual 
and ſucceſsful teaching it in Families. 
Next to them are inſerted ſume Acts 
of Faith aud Prayers together, where- 
by Children and others may be enured 
on the one hand to fix and ſtrengthen 
their Belief of the mighty Power, Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs of God in the ſeveral 
Ages of the World, and on the other 
band to raiſe up their Hearts and Aﬀe- 
tions to the Throne of Grace, where 
God is repreſented ſo excellent in bim- 
ſelf, and ſo good to all Mankind. 
Laſtly, there are compoſed, purſuant 
tothe deſign of this Book, a few Hymns 
in the Praiſe of God, to be intermixt 
with the former Exerciſes for the Enter- 


3 *ainment of Children, and making the 


| $54. To the Reader. 
= ' profitable part received with Pleaſure," © 
As a Word to the wiſe, that is, to 
thoſe who will ſtudy and purſue this 
Method, is ſufficient; ſo the Aut bor 
has endeavoured to be as conciſe as be 
could; knowing that any one with a 
little pains may enlarge and improve 
his Thoughts in the Practice, as much 
as there is occaſion. Nevertheleſs, if 1 
any thing be thought obſcure upon this 
account, and Encouragement be given, | 
by a favourable Reception of this little 
and imperfect Book, the Author will © 
then be ready to make ſome Addition. 
In the mean time, his hearty Wiſh and 
Prayer to God is, that Parents and 
others would be perſwaded to honour | 
God in their Generations, by ſome. ſuch | 
Way as this, to which if but a hint BůñůK2uñ 
contributed hy this ſhort Eſſay, be will /// 
think himſelf abundantly recompenſed for 
for the trouble he has been at in Pul- der 
liſhing it. + 1 C. 
enn 


It is Written Pſalm 111. 


| fail tt Works ef ibe Lord are 
great, ſought out of all them 
that have pleaſure therein. 

3. His 2 is Honourable and Gh. 
; rIOus. 
4. The Merciful and ae Ad 
0 bath ſo done his Marvellous. Works, 
that "they ought te be bad in benen. 


brance. 


9 Pat: 105. 2. 
Talk ye of all bis wondrous Works. 


| 

1 Pſalm. 107. 15. 

O that Men would praiſe the Lord 
1 


| e 4 6 


5 1772 his goodneſs, and declare the mon- 
= derful Works that be bath done for the 
| Children of Men. 


Pſalm. 148. 12. 
Young Men and Maidens, Old Men 
aud Children, Praiſe the Name of the 
Tord, for Bis New? only bis Excetigge 
J 2 ; 


: 

* 
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[2] 
and his Praiſe above Heaven and Earth. 


From theſe and other Places of the Pſalms 
which are full of Expreſſion to this Purpoſe, 


we are Often put in Mind, of the Greatneſs 


and Glory of Gods Works, and of the Plea» 
ſure there is in ſearching them our: How 
Wor decful they are, and mol? Py to 
be Remembred, Admired, and Talkt of, by 
the Young and by the Old, to the Praiſe of 
bis Excellent Name, who has ſo done them, 
that all may be Senſible of the Goodneſs, 
Wiſdom and Power of the Author. 
Therefore the Voice of the Heavenly 
Inhabitants (as we are Inform'd by St. Fehn 
who heard it) is continually Employ'd in 
ſaying. | ) 
Rev. 4. 11.. Thou art Worthy, O 
Lord, to Receive Glory and Honour and 
Power, for thou haſt Created all things 
and for thy Pleaſure they are and were 
Created. b 


In the ſame Manner we read that the 
Seraphins Cry one ro another. 


Iſa. 6. 3. Holy, Holy, Holy, is the 
Lord of Hoſts, the whole Earth is full 
of his Glory, 

And ' certainly every one of the Church 
Militent, as they hope to partake of the 


Inheritance with the Saints in light, ſhould 
£ leara 


Lak. 

learn of the Church Triumphant the Song 
of Moſes the Servant of God, and the Song 
of the Lamb which they Sing, ſaying, 
Rev. 15. 3. Great and Marvellous 
are thy Works Lord God Almighty. 
Fuſt and True are thy Ways O King 
of Saints, Who ſhall not Fear thee, O 
Lord, and Glorify thy Name? for thou 
only art Holy. 

And when we Contemp'ate the Bleſſed 
Limb ſtanding on Mount Stor in the midſt 
of the Throne, Compaſ,'d about with 
Thouſands of Thouſ:nds of his Saints, 2d- 
miring his Glory and Bxcellency, aud ſay ing 
with a loud Voice; 

Rev. 5. 12. Worthy is the Lamb 
that was Slain to Receive Power, and 
Riches, and Wiſdom, and Strength, 
and Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſing. 

9. For thou waſt Slain, and haſt 
Redeemed us unto God by thy Blood, 
out of every Kindred, and Tongue, and 
Nation, and People. | 

How Afﬀ:Qionately Methinks ſhould our 


Hearts be carri:d out after our Dear Re- 


> deemer, to Joyn with the Heavenly Choir 
in that Sacred Hymn? | 


Theſe are the Songs thu every Creature 
in 


[4] 

in the Earth, and in the Sea, as well as in 
Heaven, are to Sing to the Honour of God 
and his Bleſſed Son; concluding with a 
True Senſe of the Divine Majeſty, - 

Rev. 5. 13. Bleſſing, Honour, Glory, 
and Power, be unto him that ſitteth 
upon the Throne, and very Lamb, for 


ever and ever, Amen. 


Ia Order to this it ſeems very Proper and 
well Authorized by the foregoing Scripture 
to Teach Childcen this Divine Leſſon, to 


Seaſon their Minds betimes with the Know- © 
ledge of Gods Works; that ſo they may be 
able according to their Capacity, to bear 
2 Patt with the reſt of the Creation, in the 


Praiſes of God. 
And ſome ſuch Inſtruction of Children 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt means plainly to 


Encourage and to give them, when he ſaid 1 


them by. 


Mat. 19. 14. Suffer little Children © 
and forbid them not to come unto me. 
For of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

For this Reaſon St. Paul fo Livehly Re- 


commends the Example of Timothy, in 
taking Notice of him. 


wm ww. e W 2 © _*,, 2,4 — 


2 Tim. 3. 15. That from a Child © 


he had known the Holy Scriptures, © 


; | which 


7 * _ 
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$4 bas i 
hich. are able to make ns Wiſe unto 
Salvation; | f | Fa: 

This plainly Intimates to vs that the 
Holy Scriptures being the Fountain of 
Divine Wiſdom, and giving us the full 
Evidence of all the Works of God, from 
the beginning of the World, with great 
Life and Per fe cion, and after an Hiſtori- 
cal manner, there can be no bettet Way 
than to inſtil this Hiſtory in a good Me- 
thod, into the Minds of Children, to whoſe 
Capacity it is ſo well adapted, fo likely to 
gain upon theic Affections with Pleaſure, 
and ſo Profitable for their Eternal Salvation. 

By this Means the great Truths of God 


being Inſinusted into their Hearts, they 


will Learn by Degrees to have Noble 
Thoughts of their Creator; And their Con- 


7 ſciences will not be wanting to make ſuita- 


ble Impreſſions upon the ſeveral Faculties 


F and Power of their Souls. Thus their Paſſi- 
ons will be filled with the Fear of ſo great 
= and holy a Majeſty, and their Affections 


with the Love of ſo; much Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, their Underſtandings will be en- 


, lightned to ſee the Res ſonableheſs and Excel- 


lency of that Religion which fo glorious 
a Being is the Author of: They will then 
readily aſſent to all the Fundamental Articles 
of Faith, and as willingly agree to the Co- 
venant they made with God in Baptiſm. 
They will ſtrive againſt Sin, that is fo 

Odious 


Divine Nature, and Fight againſt the World 


the Fleſh and the Devil, as they are at q 


Enmity with God and their Immortal Souls. 

Another good Effect that may reaſonably 
be hoped from Childrens early imbibing 
the Knowledge and Reliſh of ſacred Hiſtory, 
is, that they will not only delight in it 


themſelves when they ate grown up, but 0 
will be able and ready to Entertain their 


Friends and Families with theſe bleſſed 
Truths, and particularly to Tech them 


their Children with eaſe; whereby the lei- 


ſure Hours of Parents weuld be wiſely 
employed, which now are ſpent Idiy either in 
Publick Houſes or vain Converſation, fo 
much to the prejudice of their Families, 
themſelves, their Children and their Servants. 

And this will lead us to Conſidet other 
Places of Sctipture relating ro Parents, 28 
the Remarkable Character Almighty God 
gives of Abraham, when he is about to Re- 
veal to him his deſign of deſtroying Sodom 
and Gomorra, ſaying, 


Gen. 18. 19. I know him (viz. 
Abraham) that he will Command his 


Childres and bis Houſold after him, © 
and they ſhall keep the ways of the Lord 


to do Fuſtice and Judgment. 


This Example of Avraham is without 
queſtion Written for Parents to Imitate. 


For 


Odious in it ſelf, and Oppoſite to tbe 


[7] 


For the Notice God is pleaſed here to take 
of the Conduct of his Family, ſignifies 
plainly his Commendation of it, and there- 
fore was to Inſpire and Encourage alljPer- 
ſons, who would Approve themſelves to be 
the Children of Faithful Abraham, to do 
as he did, to Iaſtruct their Children and 
Houſhold in the ways of God, and to 
Command them to walk in the ſame all 


7 the Days of their Lives. 


Another Scripture worth our Obſervation 
to this Purpoſe is that in the Book of Deu- 
toronomy: where we find among the Excel- 
lent Speeches of Moſes the Friend of God, 
the Wiſeſt as well as the Meekeſt Man upon 
Earth, a Notable ditection to Parents; 
which 22 repeated ſeveral Times in 
much the ſame Words, deſerves therefore 
the greater Attention. 

The Place where this Expreſs Precept is 


given with the Cleareſt Lights and Ma: ks 
= of Diſtinction is the 6, Chiprter, where, 
= after this great Prophet and Lawgiver had 
= repeated the Principal Laws of God de- 
> liver'd on Mount Sinai, and ſum'd them 
all up in the one Chief Command. 


Dout. 6. 4. 5. Hear, O Iſrael, the 


Lord thy God is one Lord. 


5. And thou ſhalt Lowe the Lord thy 


Cod with all thy Heart, and with all 
%, Soul and with all thy Might. 


And 


181 
And Further added with a Powerful 
Emphaſis directed to every one of them. 


6. Theſe Wards which I Command 
thee this Day, ſhall be in thy Heart. 

He then addreſſes himſelf immediately to 
every Parent of the Houſe of Hrael in 
the following Verſe. 

7. v. Aud thou ſhalt Teach them 
diligently unto thy Children, and ſhalt 
talk of them when. thou ſitteſt in thy 
Houſe, and when thou Walkeſt by the 
Way, and when thou lyeſt Down, and 
hen thou riſeſt Up. 


True Sence, will Enlighten the Sor! to diſ- 
cern, that as God is moſt amiable in himſelf, 
all his Laws admirable, and he alone 
Worthy to have all our Powers and Facul- 
ties exerted in his Praiſe and Service; fo 
the True wiy of ſhewing that we Love 
him indeed, that we have a great Eſteem 
of his Divine Laws, and have Prefented - 
our. ſelves, our Souls, and Bodies-a Holy 
and lively Sacrifice to him, is to make 
our Tongues the Inſtruments of his Glory, 
by talking of his Perſon, his Actions, and 
his Words, upon all Occaſions, and eſpe- 
cially by taking all Wiſe and Ingenious 
Methods, to raile the fame Senſe aud Ad- 


$3144 


, miration 


All which Paſſage vie w'd together in ies 


1 
mitastion of God, in che Children of 
ſucceeding Generations. 

Ler us hear now the Teſtimony that God 
has further given to this moſt uſeful Doctrine 
by the Mouth of the Glorious Propher 
King David, that Man after Gods own 
Heart, as it is Written. 

Pſalm 78. 5. He (viz, God) Efta- 
_ a Teſtimony in Jacob, and gave 
Ifrael à Law, which he Commanded 
our Fathers that they ſhould make known + 
to their Children. | 

6. That the Generations to come 
'® might know them even the Children 
. which ſhould ve Born, who ſhould Ariſe 
mY and Declare them, to their Children. 
ſelf, 7. That they might put rheir Conſtant 
one Hope in God, and not forget the Warks 
cul- of God, but keep bis Commandments. 

8. And not be as their Fathers, a 
em Stubborn, and a Rebellious Generation, 
nted - 4 2 Generation that Prepared nat their 
daly Hearts, Right, and whoſe Spirit was 


nave vor Faithful with God. 

and This Plalm begins with a Solemn Call of 
eſpe- A Chriſt to Silence and Attention, which la- 
nious timates that the things he was about to 


| Ad- 4 Speak 


[ 10 ] 


Speak were very Remarkable, and of great 
Concern to all that hear them. 

Accordingly we find there rehearſed to 
the Honour of God, the Mighty and Won- 
derfal Works that he had done for the 
Children of Iſrael and their Fathers, in de- 
livering them out of Egypt, in carrying 
them through the Wi'derneſs, and in 
giving them the Poſſeſſion of the Land of 
Canaan, as he had promiſed them, 

And in Order to keep theſe Inſtances of 
his great Power and Goodaeſs in Remem- 
brance; and to Perpetuate theſe Glorious 


Pieces of 2 to following ages, he 


not only Eſtabliſh'd Solemn Times and 
Feaſts,the Sabbath Day every Week, and the 
Paſſover every Year, &c. for the Teſtimony, 
and Commemoration of the Work of his 
Creation, and eſpecial Providence over 
them, and alſo gave them very good Laws 
for the Government of their Actions: But 
he likewiſe Commanded the Fathers to be 
Careful and Diligent, in making them 
known to their Children ; that the Genera- 
tions afterwards might ſtill underſtand the 
meaning of thoſe Inſtitutions, & ſo continue 
the ſame good Uſages and Inſtructions to 
their Poſterity. 


Thus the All-Wiſe God deſign'd that 
his Honour and the good of every Succeed- 
ing Age ſhould be fill carrying on, that by 
Medirating on the Undoubted Records of 
his Wonderful Power and Goodneſs, all 

Mankind 


2 N pO x RY eats . 8 F 5 ; 
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Mankiad might have a ſure Foundation of 
their Faith and Hope, and might ſee the 
Reaſonableneſs of being Obedient to his 
Commands; that ſo to the Perverſe Wills 
of the Fathers, being ReQifyed by ſuch 
Notable Convictions of Gods Providence, 

| the Hearts of the Children, might be of a 

better Diſpoſition, more Faithful and Sub- 

jecd to the Divine Will. 

4 Now theſe things that were ſpuken to 
> the People of Ira}, being Written for our 
Example and Admonition, as St. Paul 
Teaches us, there is no Reaſon for any one 
ro fay, that they Regard only the Jewiſh 
Nation; ſince whatever Rites and Cere- 
monies of theirs were Aboliſh'd by Chriſts 
coming, the Moral Laws are agreed by all 
to remain ſtill in there full Force; and 
therefore there can be no Real Grounds of 
Z doubting whether Parents under the Chri- 
2 ſtian Diſpenſation, are not as much enga- 
= ged to the Inſtruction of their Children, 
2 the Parents of the Houſe of Hrael were. 
Ny it will be eaſily ſeen upon a little 
= Conſideration, that we have greater Obli- 
= gations to this Duty than they. 

For if they are Concern'd ſo Punctually 

to Obſerve the Time when the World was 

Created: With how much greater Reaſon 

and Gratitude ought we to Remember our 

2 Creatour ? ſince after the Degenetacy of 

= Mankind from their firſt Eſtate, Cod has 

no ſhew'd us by his Son the means, 2 "g 

| No- 


[ 72 ] 


Reflored to his loſt Favour again, and to 


the Image wherein Man was firſt Created. 
If they take ſo much Pride in being accoun- 


ted the Children of Abraham: How much 


more ought we to Rejoyce, that Chriſt the 
Fruit of Abrahams Seed is fallen into our 
lap by the glad Tidings of the Goſpel ? If 
they think themſelves ſo Oblig'd to Main- 
tain the Characters of Moſes, of David, and 
the Prophets, and to Preferve the Memory 
of the Marvellous Works, which God did 
for their Anceſtors : What Senſe ſhould we 
have of the Excellency of Chrift Jeſus our 
Lord? how AﬀeCtionately ſhould we Re- 
commend his Perſon, his Sayings, his 
Actions, and his Sufferings to our Poſte- 
rity ? How ready ſhou'd we be to talk of 
all the Wonders of his Loves, in his Humili - 
ations, in his Viftories, his Triumphs and 
Exaltations, in the Purchaſe he has made 
for us of Glorious Manſions above, and in 


the Continual care he takes of every Sheep 


of his Paſture, to ſecure them from the 
Danger of this World, and to Conduct 


them Tafe to the Land of everlaſting Feli- 


city; If there is ſo mach Wiſdom and 
Pleaſure ta be found in their Law, and 


was ſuch Glory in their Temple: What 
Thoughts ſhould we have of the New Co- 
venant, and of the Heavenly Doctrine Chriſt 
Jeſus bas Taught us? which by an Inviſible * 
Power Penetrates the Heart, and Renews © 
the very Spirit of our Minds; what __ 1 

avs © 
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have we to Admire the lively Stones that 
compoſe the Noble Building, and the Ra- 
viſhing Graces that adorn the Spiritual Body 
of Chriſts holy Catholick Church? If there · 
fore the force of the Law has all along,even 
to this Day moved the Jewiſh Parents to 


g acquaint their Children carefully with the 


Principles of the Maſaical Inſticutions : 


F And with the Wonders that God did for 
= their Fathers: What Power ſhould the Gof- 


pel, that comes attended with far more 
Excellent Glory, have over the Hearts of 
Chriſtians, ro Break through the Chains of 
Darkneſs, to open their Underſtandings, 
to ſee the Bright Truths of their Religion, 
and to Turn their Eyes with earning Bow- 
els, towards the Hungry and Thirſty Souls 


4 of their Dear Children, to give them the 


Bread and Water of Life freely, and in due 


5 Seaſon. 


And thus the Primitive Chriſtians being 


Convinced, became Noble Examples to all 
Ages, to Iiluſtrate and Encourage this Ex- 
= cellear Duty; which, let any one bur 
* Conſider St. Lukes Preface to his Goſpel, 
= and he will eaſily Perceive, for as it was 


; © Natural for every D.ſciple of Jeſus in thoſe 


Days, to have the Curioſity of knowing 
all the Matters of Fact that related to our 
Saviour, ſo it is Evident this was the Gene- 


ral Subject of their Diſcourſe : and nothing 


fo common a Practice at that Time, as to 


1 Catechize, that is, Inſtrud by Word of 


Mouth, 


[ 14 ] 


Mouth, Children and thoſe that were ini- 


riated into the Chriſtian Church in the 
Hiſtory of the Goſpel, that is of what Chriſt | 
had done, ſaid, and ſuffer'd, that all might | 


be Acquainred with the Certainty of thoſe 


things, that were the Foundation of their 


Faith. 


And this we ſhall find Confim'd to us, by ; 


Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, which Relares that ' 
moſt Chriſtian Parents for ſeveral! Centuries © 
uſed to Exerciſe their Childiens Memories * 


with repeating the things that were Written 
in the New Teſtament, inſomuch tht many 


were able to ſay all the Goſpeis, and Epiſties ; 
by Heart, and that with a very good Senſe | 


and Underſtanding of them, 

And this ſeems to be the end of St. Pauls 
Exhortation to Parents in his Epiſtle to the 
Epheſians ; 


Eph. 6. 4. And ye Fathers --- bring 
them (viz. your Children) up in the 
Nature and Admonition of the Lord. 


The plain Senſe and Deſign of which © 
Direction is, that, th: Milk of the Word 
being given out for Children in Underſtand. 


ing, as well as Children in Grace, Parents 


ſhould 2s diyly afford this Nouriſhment * 


of their Souls, as that of th:ir Bodies, that 
ſo while they are growing up in Stature, 
they may Grow both in Grace and in the 


Knowledge of our Lord Jcſus Chriſt. 
| And 
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ini- And thus being acquainted from their 
the Infancy, with the Truth of the Matters of 
riſt Fact, which God has done for Mankind, 
ght end are ſo Worthy to be Treaſured vp in 


their Hzarts, they will when they come to 
any Degree of Diſcretion, be able ro Di- 
* ſcern the Solid Foundation of our Religion, 


by and therefore in all Reaſon will adhere to 
bart the Faith and Practice of the Things it 
ies Teaches: And when ever by any Temp- 
ties tation, they may be drawn or fall into Sin, 
ten they w. ll ſtill have many Checks and Ad mo- 
ny nitions ia their Conſciences, either from 
ies ſome Inſtances of the Power, or Jnſtice, or 
nſe Goodneſs of God, or from the Proſpe&t of 


= ſome Rewards and Puniſhments, that will 
come into their Minds, whereby they will 
be able ro Diſcover any Error betimes, to 
Stand the Tryal of the Adverſary, or foon 
= to Repent of the Sin Committed. 
** Theſe Grounds from Scripture and Pre- 
= cedenrs of the Primitive Churches, have 
Doubtleſs given Occaſion with very good 
XZ Reaſon to the Church of England to Ad. 
= moniſh all Perſons that Undertake for Chil- 
= dren when they are Baptized, to take care 
of Teaching them, the Creed, the Lords 
Prayer, and the Ten Commandments, and 
all other things that a Chriſt:an ought t 
know and Believe for his Souls Health, an 
to ſee that they be Virtuouſly brought up 
to lead a godly anda Chriſtian Life. 


4550. 
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And Children themſelves being alſo un” 
der great Obligations, by the Covenant 
made with God on their patt in Baptiſm, 
to Renounce the Devil, and all bis Wok, 
the Pomps and Vanities of this Wicked 
World, and all the Sinful Luſts of the 


Fleſh, ro Believe all the Articles of the i 
Chriſtien Faith, and to keep Gods Holy: 
Will and Commandments, and Walk in 
the ſame all the Days of their Life: Which? 


covenant they are Solemnly to under take 
the Performance of themſelves, when they 


come to the Age and Senſe of Underſtand-? 
ing it, and to this End are Confirm'd by: 


the Impoſitioa of Hands, according to 


the Antient Inſtitution ; It is to be ſuppo- 
ſed they ſhould by that Time have a good 
Apprehenſion of the ſeveral Articles of theit 
Faith, of the Works of the Devil, of this'® : 
Wicked World, and of the Commands oi” 
God: Otherwiſe if this been't done, theit 
Faith is but Blind and Dead; their Minds Ig- 
norant: and Conſequently their Reſolutions: 
can never be determined. The Souls c 
Children therefore muſt be frequently Ex- 
erciſed with much Thought and Meditati- 
Gn of the Senſe, as well as wich Reading 
and Remembring the Words of the Cove- 
nant ; that ſo their Affections may be Rai- 
ſed, their Choice fixr, their Belief and 
Love of God, and of his Son Chriſt Sted- 
faſt and Unmoveable; that ſo they may ciſt 
cf the Works of Darkneſs, and pur 3 . 
them 


ealy Way to attain what they have a pood 


1174 
them the Armour of Light, may be enured 


betimes to the Management of their Spiri- 
tual 8 and excited to Diligence in 


running the Race that is ſet befote them. 
Thus the Works of theit Creator becom - 


ing familiar to them from their tender 
2 Years : the Mediator and his Office rendted 
2 amiable to their Souls: and the New Cove; 


nant. well underſtood and embraced with 
free and noble Purpoſes; the Youth will 


not afterwards be aſhamed to confefs Chriſt 
Ct ucified, or to fight manfully under his 
Banner againſt Sin, the World and the 


Devil; but will in all probability perſevere 


and continue Chriſt's faithful Soldiers and 
2 Servants to their Lives end. 


And now it is to be hoped, when by lay- 


ing the aforeſaid Scriptures together in 
their naked Senſe, the Truth appears fo 
plain, and the Reaſons ſo undeniable for 
the Practice of them; when ſuch Inſtitu- 
tions of God and Examples of Wiſe Men 
have been produced, when ſuch good Effects 
may be ſuppoſed as having been experienced 
by many who have made the Tria]; that 
= ſome Parents and Maſters at leaſt, who have 
been backward hitherto, may be moved ro 
3 think of their Duty, that their Deſi res after 
digg it may be quickned, and their 
Thoughts employ'd how to inſtruQt their 
Children and Families according'y. 


Now to help ſuch ſincere Perſons, by an 


i 
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Will to, but m:y want Skill or Opportu- 
nity to do of themſelves; 


Te following Method is propoſed fir 
Teaching the Sacred Hiſtory. 


Firſt, That the moſt famous Paſ- 
ſages or wonderful Works of God 
in the Sacred Hiſtory of the Bible 
be drawn out in general, plain and 
few Words, and the Time or Year 
of the World be computed, when 
each of ſuch Events happen'd. 

Now the moſt remarkable Paſla- 


ges are thele ; 
I. The Creation of the World. 
In the Beginning of Time, 
about 4000 Vears before Chriſt's 


Coming, 
and 5706 Years ago. 


2. Noah's Flood, when all the 
World was drowned. 


1656 Years after the Creation, 
2344 Years before the Redemption, 
4050 Years from that Time to this. 


3. The Calling of Abraham. 
428 Years after the Flood, 


2084 
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2084 Years after the Creation, 
1916 Years before Chriſt, 
3622 Years ſince. 


4. The Children of Iſrael's Deli- 
verance out of Egypt. 


430 Years after the C211 of Abraham, 
2514 Years after the World began, 
1486 Years before the Me:ſizh came, 
3192 Years to this Time. 


| 
; 5. The Building of Solomon's 
Temple. 


436 Years after the Departure of 
| the Iſraelites, 
3000 Years after the Creation, 
1000 Years before the Saviour's 
Coming, 
2706 Years ago. 
6. The Jews Return out of the 
Babyloniſh Captivity. 
487 Years after the Building of Solo- 
mon s Temple, . 
3487 Years after all things had their 
Being, 
513 Years before the Birth of Jeſus, 
2219 Yeirs from that to this Time. 


7. The Coming of Chriſt in the 
Fleſh. 
_ the Creation, 
1706 Years ago. 
When 
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2. When theſe great Truths are | 

well remembred, and a little dige- | 

ſted in the Underſtanding and At- | 
fections, with ſome Diſtinction of 

the Times ; then each of them 

ſhould be enlar reed upon by the 


Obſervation of ſeveral 8 
from the Scripture Account, and 


of the Reaſons for their being re- 


markable; and above all, takin 
occaſion as much as may be to raiſe 
the Soul to the Admiration and 
Senſe of God's Wiſdom, Power and 
Goodneſs: or of Man's Corru- 
ption and Miſery. 


1. Epocha. 
Thus at the Creation of the World 
| may- be obſerved, 


12 Remarkable Things. 
| From 1. Chap Geneſis. 
1. A Beginning of all Creatures. 
2. The Author or Ce tor of their Being. 
The One Eterna]! God. | 
z The general Parts of the World. 
The Heavens and the- Earth. 
4. The State of the Entth in its fielt Ap- 
peatance. 
A con- 


5. 
Wor! 


N +. 


Cre: 
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A confuſed Mixture of the Four Ele- 
ments Earth, Air, Fire, and Water; 
void of all Creatures and covered 
with Darkneſs. - | 

5. The Efficient Cauſe of the whole 

| Work. = 4K 
The Spitit of God moving upon the 

Face of the Deep. 

6. The Creation of Light. 

7. The Separation of the Elements, 

The Air was ſeparated from the ref, 
and made into an open Firmament. 

The Waters were drawn out of the 
Eaith and gathered into Seas. 

The Earth became fim dry Land. 

8. The Futniture of each Element with 
Creatures. 

The Earth was furniſh'd with Trees 
and Herbs, Beaſts and Cattle. 

The Air was furniſh'd with the glo- 
rious Lights of the Sun, Moon and 
Stars. | 

The Waters were fill'd with all ſorts 
of Fiſh, great and ſmall, 

9. The Perfection and Happineſs of Man, 
ia being made after the Lmage of God: 

10. The Order and Proceeding of God 
in the Creation, in preparing light Cenve- 
niencies and Food for the ſeveral living 
Creatures, before the Creation of them. 

11. The Time the whole was finiſhing» | 

Six Days. | | 

12, God's Sabbath, or his Reſt on the 

B Seventh 


1221 

Seventh Day after the Works of the Crea- | 
tion. 

1 6 2. Epocha. | 
At the Flood that drown'd the whole ' 
Earth in Noah's time, were 10 tu 
things remarkable in the 6. 7, 8. 
Chap. of Geneſis, 


1. The Cauſe of the Flood. 
The Wickednelfs of the World. | 
z. The Favbur of God to Noah. 
In ſhewing him how to build an Ark 
to fave himſelf and his Family, no 
3. The Bnilding of the Ark, the Faſhion, 
Proportion, and Conveniencies of it. 
1. The Faſhion, it was made like 3 
Skip to ſwim upon the Warers. 
2. The Proportion, 300 Cubits long, 4. 
5o Cubits broad, and 30 Cubits high, 
3. The Conveniencies, it was built of 
Three Stories, where were Rooms 
for Wah and his Family, and Places 
for all the Creatures that were to be eve 
ſaved in it. | 
4. The long Watning that was given to 
the World. 
120 Years that Men might have time 
ro repent. 
5: The Ways the Flood came upon the 
World. 
2+ By a continual Rain of 40 Days and 
40 Nights, 


2. By 


[ 23 ] 

2. By great Fountains of Waters guſh- 

ing out of the Earth. 

6. The Encreaſe of the Flood, 

15 Cubits above the higheſt Mountain. 

7. The Deſtruction of all living Cxea- 
tures by drowning. 

8. The few that were ſaved. 

Only Noah and his Family, in all 8 
Perſons, and 7 of clean Birds and 
Beaſts, and 2 of unclean. 

9. The Time it continued, 
11 Months and odd Days. 


k 10. God's Covenant to drown the Eatth 
no more. 
7, Whereof the Sign or Token he gave, 
: was to be a Rain-tow in the Clouds, 
f 3. Epocha. 
„ At the Call of Abraham were 5 
＋ | things remarkable. 
s | 12 Chap. Geneffs, 
$ 1. The great D-generacy of Mankind, 
4 even of the beſt Families in that Age of 
the World, 7 
7 As appears Joſ. 24. 2. that Terah the 
Facher, and Nacher the Grandfather 
2 of Sbraham, who were of the Fami- 
ly of Noah, ſerved ſtrange Gods. 
. 2. God's Care and Ti ial of Abraham, 
la calling him to gb away fiom his 
Father's Houſe. 


MX 3. Abraham's _—_ ready Obedience, 


ö 2 In 


. wt 
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In believing God, and leaving his 
Friends and Native Country. A 
4. His Pilgrimage. f 
Thro' ſeveral Countries where he wis 
wholly à Stranger and dwelt under 
Tents. 
5. The great Promiſes that God made to | 
Abraham upon that Account. 
That his Poſtericy ſhould become 2 
great Nation, as the Stars in Multi- 
tude. | 
That in his Seed all the Families of 
the Earth ſhould be bleſſed. 


| 4. Epocha. 

At the Children of Jraels Delive- 
rance out of Egypt, were 12 thing. 
remarkable from the 1/t.to the Ty tb. 
Chap. of Exodus. 


1. Their great Oppreſſion in Egypt un- 
Aer Pharaoh. 

Who ſeeing them multiply, put them 

to hard Labours, and order'd all their! 

Male Children co be killed. 

2. God's Compaſſion towards their Mi- 
ſery. | 
3. His Providence over Moſes, appearing 
to him in Mount Sai, and giving him 
Commiſſion for their Deliverance. j 
4+ The great Plagues that God ſent upon 
the Egyptians by the Hand of Moſes. © 
| J. Thei⸗ 4 
1 
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| 1. Their Water was turn'd into Blood: 
his! 2. A Multitude of Frogs. | 
2 3. All the Duſt became Lice, 
| 4. A Swarm of Flies. 
5. The Murrain of Beaſts. | 
6. A Plague breaking out inte Boyles 
and Blains. | 
7. A Storm of Hai), Thunder and: 

Fire together. 

g. A Swarm of Lceuſts. | | 

9. A thick Darkneſs for Three Days 

nr} 

10. The Death of the Firſt-born- 
throughout all the Land of Egypt. 

5. The Stubborneſs of Pharaoh. _ 

In not letting the Iſraelites go, not- 
withſtanding the many Plagues that 
came upon Egypt. 

6. His relenting at the laſt Plague, and 
ſending them away when he ſaw Death ſo 
near him. 

7. The Inſtitution of the Paſſover, which 
was a Feaſt appointed to be kept every Year 


oe at Eaſter, foo pain of their Delive- 
trance out of Egypt. | | 
. 8. The N _— of the 1ſraclites that went 
| out of Egypt. 
Mi. G6ooooo. Men, beſides Women and: 
1 Children. | 
PRE 9. The Time of their going out. 
＋ 430 Years after the Promiſe to Abra- 


＋ ham. 
4 B 3 10. Fla: 


10 · Pharaoh's Purſuit and overtaking! 
them at the Red Sea. ; | 

11. The many Mitacles God wrought 
for them there. * 

1. By ſetting a Cloud between the 
Camp of the 1ſraclites and the Camp 
of the Egyptians. 

2+ By dividing the Waters of the Red 

Sea, for all the Multitude to go 
over dry- ſhod. 

3. By drowning the Hype i ant as they 
ſollowed them. 

12. Moſes's Song on this Occaſion, 


5. Epocha, 


At theBuilding of Solomon's Temple, 
1 King. 6. 6, 7, 8. Chap. 1 Chr. 
28. 29. Chap. 2 Chron. 2. to 7. 
Cha p. were 12 things remarkable. | 


1. The Deſign of it, viz, to be a Place 
for Gatro dwell in. | 
2. The Pattern of it, being dzltvered to 

David by Inſpiration. 

3. The Proportion of ir, which was 60 
Cobits long, 20 Cubits broad, 30 Cubits 
high, and a Pinnacle of 90 Cubits higher 
than the reſt. 

4. The great Preparation made towards 
the building of it. 

1. By David 100000 Talents of Gold, 
1000000 Talents of Silver, and 

- Braſs and Iron without Weight. 
2 
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aking 2. By the free Offering of the Peopſe 
5000, Talents of Gold, 10000 Ta- 
ought lents of Silver, ind 120000 Talents 


of Braſs and Iron. 
n the 5. The Place of its Scituation. 


Camp The Threſhing- floor of Araunab the 70. 
baſite upqn Mount Moriah, where 

e Red Abraham was called to offer his Son, 
Oo go — and the Angel ſtiyd his Hand from 
{l;ying the People in the great 

they Plague that Was among the {{rae{tes 


on the Account of David's num- 
bring them. | | | * 166 
6. The great Number of Workmen em- 
ploy'd in the building of it, viz. 
80000 Hewers inths Mountains, 
100009 Beare s of Bnrdens, and 
600 Overieers of the Work, 
To The Time it was building, viz, 
Seven Years, begun in the 4th, Year 
of Solomon's Reign, and ended in the 
Eleventh, 1 1 10 bt) 
8. The Materials and Ornaments of If» 
1. The Materials, fine Marble. po- 
liſh:d, curious Cedars, and the 
fineſt Silver and Gold. 
2+ The Ornaments, the Two Pillars 
of Braſs, the Carv'd Works of the 
Cherubim, Flowers, Pomgranete, 
and its Covering within and without 
of pure Beaten Gold 
9+ The Furniture of the Houſe, the A!- 
tar of Braſs, the Monger Sea on 12 Dun, 
4 che 
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the Golden Altar Table and Candlefticks, WF th 
and a great Number of Veſſels and laſtru- 
ments of Gold and Silver in all 5400, as ap- 
pears at the Reſtitution of them by Cyrus; the 
Veil that ſeparated the Holy of Holieſt from 
the other part of the Temple, and laſtly the 
chief of all, the A k and the Tables of the 
An which ſtJod in the Holy of Ho- 
ies. 

10. The Manifeſtation of God's Pre- P 
fence therein by a Cloudy Pillar. 
A Cloud after the manner of a Pillar, 

that reached up even to Heaven, 
continually ſtanding in the Middle 
of the Temple, as a viſible Evidence 
of God's Preſence, ro natuial Ra- 
ſon for its being there appearing. 

11. The Admirable Player of Solomon at 
the Dedicaticn of ir, and the Return of his 
Prayer by the Fire that fell from Heaven 
and confumed the Sactifices, and by the 
Glory of the Lord that filled the Houſe all 
Over. : 

12. The great Number of Sacrifices he 
then offer'd, 2200 Oxen and 120000 Sheep, 


6. Epocha. 
At the Fews Return out of the Ba- 
byloniſh Captivity were 9 things 
Remarkable from Eara 1.to Ch. 6. 


1. The Means of their Deliverance. 
The Proclamation of Cyrus. 


re 


2. Cyrus 
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2. Cyruss Reſtitution of the Veſſels, of 
the Temple, in all 3400 of Gold and Silver. 
3. The Number of che People that were 
releas d. 
42360 wh the Servants about 50009 
in al 
4. The Time of their Return. 
70 Years after their Captivity. 
3. The Foundation of the ſecond Tem- 


ple. 
6. The Hindrance of the Building. t 
By the Advetſaries ſending a Letter of 
Complaint to Artaxerxes, and his 
Decree thereupon. 
7: The Prophecies of Hagg ai and Zacha- 
that time. | 
To encourage the People to go on 
with the Nis. 
8. The finiſhing of the Temple. 5 
In the 6th. Year of Darius, about 21 


71 WA 


bs ' Years after i it's Foundation. N 

11 9. The Glory of the ſecond - Temple | 
hots the firſt. 

1e Becauſe Our Saviour Chriſt came af- 

p terwards into the ſecond Temple. 


7. Epocha. f 
8 At the Time 0 Chriſt's Coming in 
the Fleſh, 12. Things are Remark. 


alle. * 


1. The Excellency of his — 12 52 
B 5 2. Th: 
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»» The Circumſtances of his Incatnation 
and Birth. 
3. The Example of his Bleſſed Life. 
4+ The famous Miracles he wrought. 
«. His Heavenly Doctrine. 
6. His Prophecies of things to come. 


of his Death. 
8 His Reſurrection from the Dead, 
9. His Aſcenſion into Heaven. 
10. The Power of his Holy Spirit. 
11. The Progreſs of his Religion. 


_ Chriſtians. 


3. After ſuch Remarks have been 
made of things moſt conſidefable, 
at theſe 7 ſeveral times, and begin 
to take Impreſſion, then it may be 
proper to reduce the whole of each 
Paſſage into a little Story compo- 
ſed of eaſy and intelligible Words; 
and with regard in every thing to 
the greater Glory of God, and to 
each ones Capacity; and this will 

» Have an ine xpreſſible Effect upon 
an ingenious Temper, and become 
oſten afterwards the Subject of 

their Thoughts and Diſcourſe. 1 
1 


7. His Sufferings and the Circuniſtances 


12+ The Apoſtacy and Corruption of 


jon 


ces 


es. 


” 
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Thas for Inſtance the Story: of Noah's 
Flood may be digeſted. 


Our firſt Parents, ſoon after God had 
made em in his own Image, ſinn'd againſt 
him, and their Children follow'd the bad 
Eximple ; fo that as People multiplied, Sin 
abonnded, and Men at lepgth provoked the 
Joſtice of God to ſo high a degree by theic 
wicked Lives, that he reſolves to ſend a 
terribſe Judgment upon them, to drown 
21 Mankind by a Flood of Water. | 
But God took notice of Noah's gocd Life 
and therefore had favourable Thoughts © 
him, to fave him and his Family alive, and 
z<cordingly directs him ro build an Ark 
that would ſwim upon the Water. 

Nah being fully inftrufted as to the 
frame and faſhion of the Ark, prepares the 
Materials, and applies himfelf to che ma- 
king it of the proportion of 300 Cubits 
long, 50 Cubits broad, and 30 high; and 
then fits ir with Conveniencies, building it 
of 3 Scories, with Rooms for himſelf and 
Family, and places for all the Creatures 
that Were to be, ſaved in it, and to receive 
Proviſions. | 
While this Atk was prepating, which 
was 120 Years ; Multitudes of People hear- 
ing of this ſtrange. Deſign of Wab, came 
to ſee ir, and then Nizh takes occaſion 
10 


2 


4 
LI 
* 


Death is at hand, and the Flood overwhelms 
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to tell them of the approaching Judgments 
of God, and to preach to them of Righte- 
euſneſs and Repentance, that they might 
turn from their Sins to God before it was 
too late. 
But all this had little Effect; for they ra- 
ther laught at his Project than minded his 
Inſtruction, and often made the good Old 
Man the Subject of their Sport, while they 
were eating, and drinking, and making 


mertY; _ | | 

But the ſad Day comes at laſt. Noah and 
his Family being warn'd of it, enter into 
the Ark, which they had no ſooner done, 
bur the Clouds blacken, the Rain pours 
down from Heaven in abundance, and con- 
tinues falling for 40 Days and 40 Nights; 
at the fame time the Earth opens and guſhes 
out vaſt Floods of Water from her Bowels : 
Thus the Screams from below meeting with 
the Showers' from above, ſoon cover the 
Face of the Earth, overflow the Habitations 
of Men, and all their places of Refuge ; 
teach the tops of Trees, and of the higheſt 
Mountains at length. : 

So that there being no way to eſcape the 
ſwelling Waters, Perplexity and Deſpair 
fiezes on all the Sons of Adam, Ruin and 


them: Thus they who would not take Ad- 
vice in time, ate overtaken with unavoida- 
ble Deſtruction; the Hand of God is upon 
them, and they die in their Sins. of 

| (4 
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But Noah, and the few that were with 


him being ſafe, ſing Praiſes to God in the 


Ark for their Preſervation, and become 
Witneſſes to all Generations, both of his 
Mercy and powerful Providence in the 
Guidance of the Veſſel thro' the devouring 
Waves. | 

For the Waters encreaſe and riſe higher 
and 'higher, at length 15 Cubits above the 
higheſt Mountains; ſo that all Creatures 
petiſh'd but the 8 Perſons, and 2 of each 
ſort of clean Birds and Beaſts, and 7 of un- 
clean; that entred with Noah into the Ark. 
Thus the Waters prevailed over the 
Earth, and continued upon it above 11 
Months from- their firſt flowing to their 
abatement; during which time the Ark and 


they that were in it being toſsd up and 


down, had great occaſion for: the Exerciſe 
of their Faith in God, from the Dangers 
they were expoſed to by the Waves, and 
from their Fears of wanting Proviſion. 
At laſt the Waters abate, and the Ark 
reſts upon a Mountain called Ararat in A. 
menia, and Noah fiſt ſends out a. Raven, 
and then a Dove, whicti cecuroing with an 
Olive Branch, gives a fare Sign of the 
Waters being removed from off the Earth, 
ſo he opens the Ark, goes out, and offers 
Sacrifice the beſt that he had, which God. 
was ſo pleas'd with, that he promiſes to 
bring a Flood no more upon allthe —_— 
an " 


ks — — — 


— — — — 
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and for a perpetual Remembrance of his 
Promiſe, he ever after appointed the Rin- 
bow to appe#r in the Clout. 


4. It will be convenient to in- 
termix ſometimes with the former 
Stories and Remarks, and by de- 
grees to bring in the other famous 
Tranſactions recorded in Scripture 
to have happen d between thoſe 7 
great Epocha's ; as particularly, the 
Fall of Man, the Murder of Abel, 
the Confuſion of Languages, the 
Life of Foſeph, the Children of 1/- 
raels Paſlage through the Wilder- 


neſs, c. and to reduce theſe alſo | 


into ſhort Stories for the Benefit of 
Childrens Memories; as St. Chry- 


ſoſtom has done one very finely to ' 
this purpoſe in his little Tract of 
Education, viz. the Murder of 
Abel ; and this is che Tranſlation, | 


and thus he would have it told. 
Once upon a Time at the beginning, 2 


Father had T'wo Sons : The Elder of them 
was a Husbandman, and Sow'd Seed in his 
Ground 3; 
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ound; and the Younger a Shepherd, 
oy uſed to lead out his Flocks of Sheep 
upon the Downs, and among the Thickers, 
ind under the Shady Trees in the Heat of 
the Day. : £1 

Now on a certain Time they went both 
to Setve God, and the Shepherd raking the 
very beſt Lamb of all his Flock, Offer d it 
vp for a Sacrifice. But the Elder Brother 
did not behave himſelf ſo, but out he goes 
and cunningly reſerving ro himſelf the beſt 
and firſt Fruits of his Labour, he Offers 
the worſt ro God, which made his Offering 
lighted, ſo that God had no Regard to it, 
as he had to his Brothers. For the Shep- 
herd having preſented to God the Firſtling 
and Prime of all his Lambs, there came 
preſently Fire down from Heaven, and 
ſnateht up all that lay upon the Altar. But 
as for his Elder Brothers it lay till upon 
the Ground, juſt as it is with the Stewards 
and Bayliffs over our Farms, when they 
come to bring their Fruits or Preſent, one 
of them ſhall be Honovr'd by his Maſter, 
and taken into the Houſe, and the other 
ſhall Stand without Doors and no Body 
minds. him. 
The Elder Brother ſeeing this, that he 
was ſo deſpiſed, becomes very Dejected, his 
Countenance Alters, and he Walks out in 
a very Melancholy Poſture. Then faid 
God to him, what makes thee ſo ſad ? Don't 
you Remember what your Offecing was, 
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the very refuſe of all? And what have you 
now to Complain of ? If you had done well, 
you had been accepted as well as your Bro- 
ther; but ſince you have done ſo ill by me, 
and your Heart is ſo Wicked, what can you 


Expect, but Sin will lye at your Door? 


to all this he having nothing to ſay, 
held his Peace and anſwer'd not a Word. 
But a lictle after this, Meeting with his 
Younger Brother, Come, ſays he to him, 
let us Walk out together into the Fields, 


And when they were there, he took him 
Treacherouſly at a Diſadvantage , like a | 
Coward, and being Stronger than he, he 
Kills his Poor Brother, and Thought he | 
had done it ſo Privately that no Body would | 


have known it: But God {aw him, (for 
nothing can be hid from God,) and came 
to him all of a Sudden and Askt him where 


is thy Brother? What can I tell? (ſaid the 
Wicked Clown,) am | my Brothers Keeper? 
Then anſwer'd God to him in a Doleful 


and Angry Voice. Bchold, thy Brothers. 
Blood cryes to me from the Earth; and 
Vengeance ſhall Purſue thee for this Bloody 
Deed all thy. Life Long. 

And now what foilow'd > Why, God. 
took the Soul of the Younger up with him 
into Heaven, and he being Dead, Lives for 
ever. But as for the Murderer, tho' he 
Lived many Years after, yet his Life was 


all Uncomfortable, continually in Fear 
and. Terror of Mind, being am > 
und- 
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Innumerable Evils every Day, as as Child 
that is Ready to be Whipp'd, Stands Trem- 
bling and Perplex'd before his Angry Ma- 
ſter, not knowing what to do. So Lived 
this Wicked Man all his Life-time after 
he had thus Offended God. 2 
5. That Notice be particularly 
taken of the great Monuments of 
Antiquity, remaining for man 
Ages in Commemoration of theſe 
Wonderful Works of God, and of 
the Time when chey were done, 
ſuch as the Solemn Days and Feaſts 
among the Fes, the Sabbath Day, 
the Paſſover, Pentecoſt, &c. and the 


like among Chriſtians, as the Lords 


Day's Chriſtmas, Eaſter, &c. Or the 
Diſtinguiſhing Ceremonies of both, 
as Circumciſion,the Prieſthood, Bap- 
tiſm, &. Or the Ruins of Stru- 
ures Erected upon theſe Occa- 
fions, as of the Ark in Armenia, 
which all Hiſtories Mention and 
were to be ſeen not long Since: 
Of the Stones at Gilgal, of Chriſt's 
Sepulcher at Feruſalem, ec. well 
known to remain ſtill in Being. 

To 


L384 
To theſe may be added an Account 
or Geographical Deſcription of the 
Cities and Places where the Pro- 
phets, Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
Abode, Preached, and Suffer d. 
6. That the Books of the Old 
Teſtament and of the New, the 
Names and Authors of each, be 
known diſtinctly, together with 
the Times and Occaſions of their 
Writing, and the Coherence and 
Harmony there is between them, 
the Antiquity of the Books of Moſes, 
and the Authority of them all. 
And here the Characters of the ſe- 
veral Prophets and Apoſtles may 
be fairly given, ſo as to ſhew their 
Wiſdom, Virtue and Inſpiration, 
and how Worthy they are of Cre- 
dit, ſince God was Pleaſed ſo to 
Manifeſt his Power, and to De- 
clare his Word by them. 

7. That the Principal of the 


Moral Laws, eſpecially the Ten 
Cammandments be pointed out, 
and at the ſame time the Meiste. | 
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of God be Repreſented as Glori- 
ous and Awful as may be, that ſo 
while they are Convinced of the 
Manifeſtation of his exceeding 
Power and Glory in delivering 
them, they may even Tremble at 
his Word, and be Obedient to it. 
8. That the Promiſes concerning 
the Meſſiah, with the Characters 
given of him in the Old Teſtament, 
as alſo all other Promiſes and 
Threatnings of God throughout 
the Bible, be committed to their 
Memories by Degrees, with ſuch 
Wiſe Obſervations as may Influence 
Youth with the Beliet and Love 
of Chriſt, and with the Fear of 
God's Judgments. 

9. That the Songs of the Peo- 
ple of God, as they are Recorded 
in the Book of Pſalms and elſe- 
where, and the Occaſion of their 
Compoſure be ſhewn them with 
Pleaſure, and given them to Re- 
peat by Heart cither in Proſe or 
Verſe, that ſo they may have them 
ready 


FReT 
ready to Say or to Sing through 
the whole Courſe of their Lives, 
and by them be put in Mind of 
what Wonderful things God has 
done in former Ages. 

10. That Chriſt's coming in the 
Fleſh be Diſtinguiſh'd with Pecu- 
liar Remarks ; that the Time he 
came, may appear the moſt Happy 
and Wonderful for Mankind that 
ever was; and therefore of the grea- 
teſt Importance for them to be well 
acquainted with the ſeveral Particu- 
lars that ought to be obſerved in 
that Bleſſed Age of the World. 


In this Reſpect Twelve things are to be 
Conſider d. 


1. The Excellency of his Per- 
ſon, which ſhould be Deſcribed ac- 
cording to the Propheſies of him in the 
Old Teftament, and the lively Cha- 
ratters given of him in the New, as 
to his Divinity, Mediatorſhip, Au- 
thority and Love, &c. i 

2. All | 
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2. All the Circumſtances of 
his A _ — which 
may eaſily be digeſted into order o 
Time, 2 of 85 Matthew 2 
St. Luke's Goſpels, including what 
paſſed from the Angel s appearing to 
Zacharias, till Joſeph's Return 
out of Egypt to Nazareth. 

3. The Example he has given 
us in his Bleſſed Life of all Di- 
vine Virtues, and eſpecially of the 


moſt profound Humility, to the grea- 


teſt Perfection, to be traced out thro 


all his Actions and Sufferings, for 


our Admiration, as he was without 


Sin, and for our Imitation, as far 
as it M within the Reach of our miſt 


preſſing Endeavors. 


4. The famous Miracles he 
wrought, in curing all manner of 
Diſeaſes, in caſting out Devils, in 
giving Sight to the blind, raiſmg 
the dead to Life, calming the Winds 
and Seas, and feeding ſeveral Thou- 
ſands with a few Loaves, &c. Theſe 
they muſt be directed to in the Go- 


ſpells, 


ERS _- 
ſpels, and to treaſure them up in 
their Memories, and at the ſame 
time ſhown, what Teſtimony they 

ive to the Truth of his being the 
efliah the Son of God. 

5. His Heavenly Doctrine, 
which being ſet in a good Light, the 
great and noble Traths be ſpake, as 
never Man ſpake, will plainly ap- 
pear from hu Sentences, his Diſcour- 
ſes, bu Parables, his Queſtions and 
his Anſwers, wherein the neceſſity of 
Repentance, of Regeneration, of Self- 
denial, of Meekneſs and Humility, 
of Love and Perfection are ſo wiſely 
inſiſted on: They muſt learn them 
therefore by heart, and then be con- 
vinc d, that all the Diſciples of Fe- 
ſus are concern d to know and to pra- 
ctice theſe Divine Leſſons, as they 
2 to enter into the Kingdom of 
God. | | 

In treating of this Subject, eſpecial 
regard it to be had to his Doctrine 
about Prayer: Thus the Prayer Our 
Saviour Chrift taught his Diſciples, 


an 
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and what is ſuid elſewhere in Scri- 
pture about this Divine Exerciſe, 
either by himſelf, his Prophets or 
Apoſtles, is to be particalarly ex- 
plained ; that ſo Children, at the 
| ſame time they learn the Form, may 
be ſenſible what it is to pray aright. 
. As 1. Who is the great and ſole 
Object of Prayer, to whom they ap- 
proach and preſent themſehves when 
they Pray ; the Holy, Glorious, and 
Merciful God. 

2. How they are to prepare them- 
ſelves for it with pure Thoughts and 
Aﬀettions, with Humility and Re- 
fignation to the Will of God. 

3. As to the Nature of Prayer, 
that it conſiſts of fervent and bumble 

Deſires of the Soul after God. 

4. Of the Mediation of Feſus 
Chrift, by whom alone we can come 
to God. | 

5. What muſt be the Subject of 
Prayer. Hl | 

1. Praiſe of God's Excellency, or 
Thanks for his Mercies © 

2 Con- 


| 
| 
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2. Confeſſion of Sin. 


3. Petitions. for things we Want. 


Interceſſions in be 


alf of others. 
6. His Prophecies os 


hings to 


7 come, relating to his Diſciples, his 


Death and Paſſion, his Reſurrecl ion, 


. and the Coming of the Holy Ghoſt, 
the Bee fs 1 — 
the Converſion of the Gentiles, and 

his ſecond Appearance to judge the 
World, and to reign over his Saints, 


which as they are pointed out to 
them, they may be told what are 


_ fulfilled ; to certify the Truth of his 


Prophetick Spirit, and what remain 


to be Accompliſh'd. 


7. The ſeveral Sufferings of 


* 


Chriſt in the Fleſh, either from 


tbe Devil or Man, eſpecially all the 


Paſſages immediatly before, at, and 


after his Death, which ſhould be 
drawn out in order of time A the 
four Goſpels, and thence be ſh 


0203 


the Malice of the Jews, &c. the In- 
_ nocence, Meekneſs, and Patience of 
the Crucify d Feſus, and the Merits 


of 
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of his Sacrifice in the ſight of God. 
8 L warn El to be 
obſerved, bis Inſtitution of the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper, with 
the chief Circumſtances of it, and 
our Saviour s Command for the per- 
petual Celebration of it in Remem- 
brance of his Death. 

8. His Reſurrection from the 
Dead ; the Evidences whereof ought 
to be gathered and ſtated from all 
that is written of it in the Goſpels, 
the Acts and the Epiſtles ; and thence 
be inferr d the Keaſon we have to 
believe the Reſurrection of the Body. 

9. His Aſcenſion into Heaven, 
which ſhould be proved after the 
ſame manner, and the Advantapes 
declared, which all the World, and 
Chriſtians in particular have by it, 
from hu everlaſting Prieſthood, Me- 
diation and Interceſſion for ws at 
the Right-hand of God. 2 

Here occafion may be taken to ex- 
plain the Sacrament of Baptiſm, 
from Chriſt's Command to hu Apo- 

"Te Cc | 
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les immediately before hu Aſcenſion, 
to Baptize (as well as to Teach) all 
Nations in the Name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. 

10. The Power of his Holy 
Spirit, 2yhich according to his Pro- 
miſe he ſent upon his Diſciples at the 
day of Pentecoſt, about 10 days 
2 his Aſcenſion ; which may be 

emonſtrated by the ſupernatural 
Operations and Effects it had upon 
them, by enabling them (who were 
poor and illiterate Perſons) to ſpeak 
divers Languages, to heal all man- 
ner of Diſeaſes, to caſt out Devils, 
Zo foretell things to come, to preach 
boldly among many Adverſaries, and 
to convert Thouſands ati a time. 

11. The Progreſs of his Reli- 
gion, to the eternal Glory of the 
22 Feſus its Author, as it ap- 
pears not only from antient Hiſtory, 
but viſibly now before all Mens 
Eyes at this Day, by the Eftabliſh- 
ment and Spreading of the Goſpel al- 
moſt every where in the World, not- 
withſtanding 
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withſtanding the Ignorance, Malice 
and Wickedneſs if Mankind in its 
Primitive Age, and their Opp: ſition 
and Perfecution of it for many Ages 
after in the moſt outrageous and bar- 
barons manner ; tho' the means that 
were uſed by his Appointment for the 
propagating thereof, were no force of 
Arms, no oppreſſion of Conſcience, 
only the Preaching of ſimple and ho- 
net Men, the Truths of Cbriſt, a 
that they had been Eye and Ear- ö 
witneſſes of, proving em divine by 
working of Miracles, and ſuffering 
for their ſakes, all manner of Tor- 
7275 Reproaches, and even Death 
| #t[elf. & 

1 The Apoſtacy and Cor- 
| ruption of Chriſtians, which be- 
| gan ſoon after the publiſhing the Goſ- 
pet, and has increaſed ever ſince, till 
J ## has become even like Midnight 
darkneſs, ſuch as is eafily felt and 
diſcern d by an Enlightned Spirit. 
Such an one therefore ought to in- 


fern his Family accordingly, not 
| C 2 only 
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only to ſhun the Errors of the Ro- 
miſh Doctrine, and much more the 
dark Reaſons of Socinians, Deiſts, 
and Atheiſts ; but to beware even 
of the Lives and Principles of thoſe 
that profeſs pure Chriftianity among 
all Sects and Parties: Such Parents 
vill ſee the Vanity of the Education 
generally in uſe, the Folly of learning 
Languages for a Trade, and the Ab- 
ſurdity of Heathen Authors being 
taught Children that are entred into 
the Chriſtian Covenant, and there- 
fore will ſo order it, that thoſe un- 
der their Care, ſhall employ. their 
precious Time much better in ac- 
quainting themſelves with the Hi- 
ſtory of God's Works, with the Ex- 
cellency of Cbriſt Feſus, and with 
the Way of Salvation, which is on- 
Jy to be L in the ſineere Practice 
_of his Religion; that ſo, when they | 

come to Maturity of Age, they may 
be entirely ſatisfied and ſettled in the 
Truths they have learn d, and may 
avoid all the Snares of corrupt Con- 
= veierſation; 
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verſation; and eſpecially of the 
Stage, where ſo many umwary Souls 
have been caught and ruin d. 

In this Method it will be very 
eaſy as you go Mong, to ſatisfy 
Children with Pleaſure in the 


underſtanding of their Baptiſmal 


Covenant, and their Obligations. 
to perform it, in the - ſeveral Ar- 


ticles of their Faith, in their Du- 


ty to God and their Neighbor, 


and in the Nature of Prayer, and 
the TWO Sacraments ; fo that 


coming to be Confirm'd, with ſome. 
Meaſures of this Knowledge, they 
will be able to give a ſenſible An- 


{wer to any Queſtion that is pro- 
per to be ask'd em at that Time, 
conſidering their reſpective Age. 


Hence alſo occaſion may be ta- 
ken to ſhew the growing and in- 
genious Youth, the Riſe, Glory, 


and Declenfion of the Four Mo- 
narchies, together with the emi- 
nent Men, whether Generals, 
Hiſtorians, Poets or Philoſophers 


C 3 that 
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that lived in thoſe. Ages: But 
more eſpecially the Hiſtory of the 
Church of God at large, and the 
great Men that have been of it, 
whether Patriarchs, Prophets, Apo- 
ſtles or Primitive Fathers; the 
great Calamities and Diſperſion of 
the Fews, the Purity and Proſperi- 
ty of the Aſian Churches, the 10 
Perſecutions, the noble Example 
of the Martyrs and Confeſſors, the 
Kings and Queens that have been 
the Nurſing Fathers and Nurſing 
Mothers of it, and the infamous 
Apoſtates and Heretieks that have 
been the Spoilers of it. 
Here you have good Grounds 
if you pleaſe, to ſpeak of the par- 
ticular Errors of the Church of 
Rome, and the happy Beginning 
and Progreſs of the Reformation, 
the ſeveral Martyrs that have ſut- 
fer'd upon that Account, and the 
bloody Wars and Maſſacres that 
the Papiſts have been engagd in 
upon pretence of Religion. 2. 
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And laſtly, the great Mercies 
and Providences that God has 
vouchſafed to this Nation, ſhould 
be collected, particularly in con- 
tinuing the Light of the Goſpel 
among us, in raiſing up Inſtru- 
ments to ſtop the Current of Vice, 
and in providing ſo liberally for 
the Education of poor Children. 
Some ſuch Method as this, ſeems 
to be the true Way of bringing 
Men to a Senſe and Love of Reli- 
on: For when they come thus to 
ee the noble Foundations, the Ex- 
cellency of the Fabrick it ſelf, the 
wiſe Maſter-Builders of it, and the 
Glory of its Author ſhining thro 
it ; and all thisin a fair View, 
they cannot then deny their own 
Reaſon, and ſay, that this was on- 
ly the Contrivance of deſigning 
Men ; fince it will altogether ap- 
pear a Divine Work, having Truth 
for its Baſis, Solid Virtue for its Su- 
perſtructure, the Divine Spirit for 
its Cement and Support, and God 
C 4 for 
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for its Original : And therefore 
the Shame and Fear of profeſling 
it, that accompany the Ignorant, 
will fly from thoſe who are eſta- 
bliſh'd in this Knowledge. 

Thus, Truth being received in 
the Love of it, according to its ge- 


nuine Strength and Purity, will | 


ſoon advance a Man above the 
Pleaſures of Wine, the Fear. of 
Great Men, or the Love of Wo- 
man's Beauty, ſo that theſe Idols, 
fo much adored in the World, will 
be forced to fall down to the Man, 
that thus has found God in Spirit 
and Truth. | 
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Advertiſements to Parents and others,, 
in following the Method Propoſed. 


T is not to be ſuppoſed that things of a 

Divine and Spiritual Nature ſhould be 

uaderſtcod in a litile time, or imprinted in 
the Minds of Children at once. 

God our Creator, who is fo infinitely a- 
bove us, is but little to be apprehended even 
by Men of the largeſt Capacities, and that 
not without much Study and Contempla- 
tien & $1! 2; 

The beſt and wiſeſt Way to know any 

thing of God, is by the Revelation that he 

has made of himſelf by his Works, and by 
his Word. | 

Thus by the things of Nature we are rai- 
fed up, as it were by Steps, to ſee and ad- 
mire the Glory, Wiſdom, and Power ofthe - 
Almighty. | 

And by his Word we have the Hiſtory 
of his wonderful Works in all Ages, which 
truly conſidet'd, will give us the moſt noble 
and awful Thoughts of the great God.. 

The Contents of the Bible being ſhott 
and ſoon look'd over, will with little Stu- 
dy help to furniſh the Mind with a general 
Idea of Sacred Hiſtoz y. 

The chief thing to be aim'd at, is the 
Senſe of God, which the more Spiritual and. 
Humble it grows, the mere Wiſdom nd 
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Underſtanding it will give us in the Appli- 
cation of the Scriptures. 

God being the only proper O bjed of the 
Soul, there is nothing it will delight fo 
much in, when once the Veil is removed, 
and his Beauty and Glory diſplay'd before 
It. : 


Children being unlock'd, it is incredible 
what their Thirſt will be after Divine 
Knowledge, 

What can more naturally imprint owe 
the Soul a Senſe of the Divine Being, than 
the Conſideration of his Works ? As onr 
Reſpect for a Prince we never ſaw, grows 
by the Knowledge we have of his great 
Actions. | 

The Character of a Man is beſt ſeen by 
the Tenour of his Life; and the Glory of 
the Omnipotent ſhines out thro? all the 
Ages of the World. 

The Condeſcenſions of great Perſons ate 
generally talk'd of and admired : How 
much more ſhould the Humiliations of the 

Son of God 

The more any one does and ſuffers for 
another, the more perfect is his Love. 
Oh! How much has Chriſt done and ſuf- 
fer'd for every one! 

Sinners love thoſe that love them : How 
dear then ſhould the Doings, the Sayings, 
and the Suffer ings of Jeſus Chriſt wy br 

DOR | ver 


With this Key the Underſtanding of | 
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Lover of Souls, be to all the ſinful Race 
of Mankind ? 

The Love of Home, and Delight in the 
Bleſſings of Children, will make all other 
Company very indifferent, ifnot a Burther, 

Thoſe that can abridge their Diverſions, 
forbear Pablick Houſes in the Evening, and 
take Pleaſure in Sanctifying the Lord's Day, 
will have time enough to improve them- 
ſelves and Families in the Method Propoſed. 

The Precious Time that is here mif- 
ſpenr, being irrecoverable, will be matter 
of Eternal Sorrow. 

O Eternity! Eternity! How wrecking 
will the Reflexions of the Conſcience be 
upon à Soul ſenſible of che Loſs of Time, 
when there is no Recovery of it! 

O the Cries of Children and Servants at 
the laſt Day, againſt their Parents and Ma- 
ſters, for leaving their Families and conſor- 
ting with Whores and Drunkards. 

he greareſt Wiſdom fure is to improve 

the preſent Opportunity, and to ſhake off 

ill Company betimes, which otherwiſe will 

bring Men into the Company of Devils and 
Damned Spirits. 

Let none be negligent or difconraged 


upon account of their Ignorance, fince all 


that ask Wiſdom of God, are promiſed tdb 
have it liberally given em, and not to be 


upbraided for the Want of it. 


If any Man thinks hz knows enough 


and yet is unac juainted wich the Works of 


God, 
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— he knows nothing yet as he ought to 
now. 

To be by and not Communicative 
1s hiding the Talent in a Napkin, to which 
the Puniſhment of the Wicked and Sloth- 
ful Servant is Threatned. 

He that Lends, to Receive as much again 
with Intereſt, is Paid for his Pains, and 
has a Reward in this Life; but he that freely 
Communicates Wiſdom to his Children 
and Family, ſhall Receive an Eternal Re- 
ward. 

It is a Shame for a Man to Teach and 
Ask Children an Account of what he does 
not Underſtand; nevertheleſs every Man 
by Teaching others, Improves himſelf, 

It is Wonderful how quick Children are 
at diſcovering want of Knowledge in their 
Teachers; therefore beware they don't 
Deſpiſe you for want of Pains in Prepa- 
ration. 

Education muſt be Conſtantly Purſued 
or elſe the Labour is Loſt ; yet ſparing and 
intervals are Prudent: Eſpecially if Con- 
ceit be Apprehended in Children, or Know- 
ledge of things not well fixt in Parents. 
Parents mult ſeem always to their Chi!. 
dren, to have a vaſt fund of Knowledge, 
in the things they Pretend to Teach, and 
to have a Reſerve ſtill of ſomething more 
Extraordinary zgainſt the next Oppor- 
tunaty. 


Take 
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Take more Delight to hear a Word from 
a Child ſpoke ſenſibly, than a whole Paſ- 
ſage ſaid by Rote like a Parrot ; for the firſt 
is a ſign of Digeſtion, the other may be 
only the Effect of Vapours. 

Tbe Memory is little to be Regarded in 
Compariſon with the Senſe. For the Un- 
derſtanding, when it Embraces the Truth 
with full Evidence, retains it; withour 
which the Memory ſoon looſes all, or if ir 
be only in the Imagination, it is Proud, 

The Continual dropping of Rain off a 
ſpout hollows the hardeft Srone, and the 
repetition of Inſtruction with Patience, and 
Perſeverance makes Impreſſion by Degrees 
upon the moſt inſenſible Soul. 

A little at a time repeated with Affection 
and Underſtanding, is much better received 
by a Child than a great deal of talk with an 
Affected Tone. 

The things here propoſed to be Taughr, 
are better to be deliver d out by Word of 
Mouth f om the Parents, than given Chit 
dren to get by Heart, for the Pains you 
take in doing io, will make them the more 
valued and und ei ſtood. 

The Catechiſms Compoſed by way of 
Queſtion and Anſwer, are too apt ro make 
both Parents and Children Idle, and at beſt 
to reſt in the bare Remembrance; whereas 
this way the Parent can never talk to the 


Child, nor the Child Anſwer the Parent; 


without 
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without a Mutual enlarging their Senſe 
of the Matter every Time. 

The Pradtice of theſe little Leſſons with 
* will be an Introduction to grea- 
ter Treaſures of Divine Wiſdom ; but he 
that Deſpiſes little things, ſhall fall by little 
and little. 

How reaſonable is it that God who has 
given us our beings, ſhould receive Glory 
and Honour in every thing we do! How 
Worthy is he to be the Beginning and End 
of all our Labour ! 

What Pains do Statuaries take to Perfect 
a Lifeleſs Image ! And how many lovely 
Images of God do Men neglect and ſuffer 
to Periſh, Ht, 

What Beautiful Souls ate in the Poſſeſſion 
of ſome Parents? and how deformed do they 
Grow by Conformity to the World ! 

It is a Noble Enterpriſe for a Man dayly 
to Improve himſelf in Knowledge and Vir- 
tue, which Reſpe& to the good of his Fa- 
mily and Neighbourhood. 

Whenever you talkoftheſe Sacred Truths, 
ſpeak always ſeriouſly and with earneſtneſs, 
that Children may Apprehend both by your 
Countenance and Actions, that they are 
things of the Higheſt Importance. 

If you can but tell how to Work up the 
Tender Soul, to a Sincere Belief and Admi- 
ration of what you fay, concerning theſe 
great things of God, you will be able to 
Conquer 
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272 many Difficulties in the Tempets 
of Children. 

Any Man by the Contents of the Chap- 
ters, with an Ordinary Degree of Senſe will 
eaſily find our, the ſeveral Miracles, Para- 
bles, and Diſcourſes of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the Circumſtances of his Birth, Death, Re- 
ſurreQion, &. Referr'd to in this Method, 
and as readily know how to Suit every 
thing with the ſeveral Heads Propoſed, 
and therefore will not be at a loſs, what a 
Child is to Learn and how to Proceed. 

You muſt alweys think and tell them 
what a Fine Paflage or what a Famous 
Story you are going to look out of any Part 
of the Bible; and this will Whet their Ap- 
petites, and make every thing Minded and 
Learnt with Attention. a | 

He that has the Faculty of Gaining once 
the Affe tions by a Pleaſant wy of Telliog 
the Story, or of explaining a Paſſage to them, 
will get Ground every Day upon cheir Un- 


derſtandings, and Engage them in otherwiſe 


inſuperable Difficulties. | 
The greateſt Puniſhment to an Ingeni- 


ous Mind is to be debatr'd Opportunities of 
Knowledge, therefore Threatnings of this 


ſort ſerve better ro draw the Attention 
then Fear of the Rod. 

Let the Pleaſure you Adminiſter in Tea- 
ching theſe Divine Leſſons be uſed as an Ar- 
gument to Vertuous Actions, which if 


negle- 
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neglected, let your Diſpleaſure be ſhewn 
by withdrawing the Inſtruction. | 

Never Read your own Duty to your 
Family, but as ſoon as you are Convinc'd 
of ir, Pray to God for Wiſlom, and fer 
about doing it the beſt you ate Able. 

Firſt overcome your own Paſſions, and 
then your Authority and Correction will be 
of great uſe upon Occaſion. But the beſt 
Government is always mixt with Love, 
which at the ſame time it Subjects the W1lj, 
it Raiſes the Heart, it Awes the Paſſions, 
and yet draws the Affections: O Bleſſed 
Myſtery, Happy is the Man thit has Found 
out the Secret of Reconciling his Authority 
and Love together. | 

Senſe 1s the thing here Recommended 
to be Taught, even the Senſe of God and 
of his Glorious Works. Nor the Learned 
Languages or Heathen Authors, but the Scr 
ence of Heaven & the Language of che Saints. 

This is Wiſdom : Very Different indeed 
from the Wiſdom of this World ; which 
being Fooliſhneſs with God, a wiſe Man 
will know which to Prefer. 

Oh! the many Evils, that the Love of 
Mony is the Root of, which makes Men 
Piefer the Body before the Soul, Time to 
Eternity, and Bags of Earth before a I rea- 
ſure in Heaven. 

The more the Faculties and Powers of 
the Soul are Repleniſh'd with the Senſe af 
God, the more Perfect and entirely Happy 
will a Man be in himſelk. The 


* 
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The Knowledge of Humane Affaits may 
Puff che Soul up with great Thoughts of 
itſelf, and Leave it Empty of God and 
Real Goodneſs ; but the leaſt Spark of che 
Divine Nature Blown up, Enlighteas, Envi- 
gorates, and Ennobles the Capacity. 

Moral Virtues and good Manners, may 
make Men Amiable one to another ; but it 
is only a Senſe of the Divine Majeſty that 
Purifics the Heart, and Produces True Hu- 
mility, which Effectually Recommends us 
to God. | 
It is Strange in a Chriſtian Country, 
that Heathen Authors ſhould be ſo Famili- 
arly in the Hands of Youth, and their Minds 
ſo unacquainted with the Truths of their 
Religion. 

The Pretious Time that is Spent in Re- 
membring hard Words and Languages, 
that are never to be uſed, would be ſure 
much better Imployed in digeſting and 
retaining the Sacred Hiſtory, that will 
never fail being of great Advantage. | 

The Pains that 1s taken ro make Chil- 
dren Perfe a Latin Grammar, would ſet ve 
very Excellently to Inform them how to 
Speak the Language of the Scriptures,and to 
give a Reaſon of the Faith they Profeſs. 

Complain no longer of bad Servants, if 
you take no care to Inſtrutt your Family 
in their Duty to God: But rather fiad Fault 
with your Self, that you have ſo long ne- 
glected doing your Maſters Will. 


What 
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What the Lord God of 1/r9e! ſaid once, 

is an Ecernal Truth; And Worthy to be 

Conſider'd by all that are in Honour and 
Authority among Men. 


1 Sam. 2. 30. Them that bonour 
me, Iwill honour ; and they that deſ- 
piſe me, ſhall be Jightly eſteemed. 


Now to the K ng Eternal, Immortal, 
Inviſible, the only Wiſe God, be Honour 
and Glory for ever and ever, Auen. 


** 


Aﬀs of Eaith and Prayers, relating 
to the Sacred Hiſtory. 


O God, we have Heard with our 
| Ears, and our Fathers bave 
Told , what thou haſt done in Times 
of Old, 

Thou haſt given us the clezreſt Evidence 
of thy Eternal Power and Godhead, both 
in thy ſtanding Works of Creation and 
Providence, and in the Antient Writings 
of thy Inſpiration. | 

Thou art a God indeed that hideſt thy 
ſelf from Mortal View, becauſe no Man 


could See thy Face and Live, Nevertheleſs 
thou 
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thou Revealeſt thy ſelf to thoſe that ſeek 
thee in thy Works and in thy Word. 

Through all thy Creatures I ſee thee even 
behind the Vail, moſt Excellent in Power, 
Wiſdom and Loving Kindneſs; and thete- 
fore I believe in thee my Creator, I ſtand 
in Awe of thy Majcity, I admire thy 
Goodnefs, and from my Heart I think it 
moſt i eaſonable for me ro ſay. 

Thou art Worthy O Lord to Receive 
Glory, and Honour, and Power; for thou 
haſt Created all things, and for thy Pleaſure 
they ace and were Created. | 

Great and Marvellous are thy Works 


Lord God Almighty. 


I believe thee alone to be the Author of 


my Being, Life and Motion, enduing me 


with the Powers and Faculties of a Rational 
Creature, and making me after thy moſt 
Bleſſed Image. 

All Thanks and Praiſe I give thee from 
my Soul O God. 

believe O God the Revelation thou 
haſt made of thy Self, our Supreme good, 
and of the way for Mankind to Attain 
Eternal Happineſs. ; 

Bleſſed be thy Holy Name that I Live 
in the Light of thy Word, and that thy Goſ- 
pel Shines ſo Bright among us. O how Ex- 
cellent, how Joyful, is the glad Tydings. 

My Heart Leaps for Joy to think of 
thy Love: And therefote in my Songs will 
I Praiſe thee, O God my Ged. 
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O that thou wouldſt be Pleaſed to Open 
the Eyes of my Underſtanding, that I may 


| ſee more and more of the Wondrous things 
that are Written in thy Law. 


I believe what is there Written, that by 
the Word of the Lord, both the Heavens 
and the Earth was made, and all the Hoſt of 
them, by the Breath of his Mouth. 

| believe alſo O Holy Lord God, the 


Fall of our firſt Parents into Sin, and the 


Corruption and Miſery of all their Poſte- 


| rity , whereof I a Wretched Sinner am 


one, 
But | believe and rejoyce to Remember 
thy Mercy, in thy Promiſes ſoon after of 
the Meſſiah, the Saviour of Mankind. 

O Love unſpeakable, as the Sinners Miſ- 
fortune without it. 

Let me for ever Love theſe firſt Councils 
of thy Love, and long for the fulfilling of 


them in the Salvation of many Sinners, 
nd of my own Soul in Particular. | 


I believe, O Juſt God, thy Judgments upon 


, the Old World, in Drowning all in it 


with an Univerſal Flood of Waters ; ſaving 
oniy Noah and his Family. 
O that I may always Fear to Off:nd 


- thee, that I may never fall under the Power 
of thy Wrath. | 


After all this, How great did thy Good 


neſs Appear in the Hyppy Foundation of 


thy Church, and in the exceeding Riches of 
thy Promiſes to Abraham and his pm” 


* 
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O Beſtow upon me I beſeech thee O moſt © 
gracious God, the Gift of Faith, teach me 
to exerciſe it, and help me to increaſe it, 
that I may become one of the true Spiri- 
tual Children of Abraham. 

I believe, O great God, thy Wonders 
in Egypt. when thou deliveredſt thy People 
Iſrael from their Oppreſſors. 

How tender was thy Care and thy Provi- 
dence when thou leddeſt them like a Flock 
of Sheep thro* the terrible Wilderneſs, by 
the Hand of Moſes and Aaron. 

How excellent was thy loving Kindneſs 
O God, when thou gaveſt them the Poſleſ- 
ſion of the Land of Canaan, a Land flowing 


with Milk and Hony ! 


O merciful 2nd faichful Paſtor ! Look 
down upon me here in this Veil of Miſery, 
under the Bondage of Corruption, deliver 
me into the glorious Liberty of thy Chil. 
dren, guide me by thy Counſel, and after 
that receive me to Glory. 

believe O God the Honour thou rai- 
ſedſt thy People to in the Reigns of David 
and Solomon, whom thou appointedſt ro build 
thee a Temple to dwell in, which was the 
Wonder of the World, 

O that my Heart was ſo prepared and 
ſanctified by thy Spirit, that it might be- 
come a Holy Temple acceptable to thee 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt. ; | 

I believe O Juſt and Righteous God, 
chat thou didſt ſuffer thy People for thei r 

manifold 
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manifold Sins and Tranſgreſſions, to fall 
before their Enemies, to be carried away 
Captive into Babylon, and thy Temple and 
their City Jeruſalem to be deftroyed. 

And 1 believe that after 70 Years Sla- 
very, thou didſt conſider their Affliction, 
and cauſedſt them to return into their own 
Land, to rebuild the Second Temple and 
the Walls of Jeraſalem. 

Oh how my Fleſh trembles for fear of 
thee! and Jam afraid of thy Judgments. 


What will become of me miſerable Sin- 


ner! If God ſpared not his own People. 

Yet as thou O Merciful God hearedſt 
their Cry, and helpeſt them, ſo now I be- 
ſeech thee, hear my Prayer, and be metci- 
ful ro me a Sinner. 

O do thou tranſlite me out of the King- 
dom of Satan, into the Kingdom of thy 
Dear Son. 

For I believe O Holy Father, that in the 


fulneſs of Time, thy Bleſſed Son was ma- 


nifeſt on the Earth, co deſtroy the Works 
of the Devil. 

I believe the Excellency of his Perſon, 
and that all the Characters given of the 
Meſſiah by the Prophets, were perfectly fulfil- 
led in Jeſus Chiiſt; and therefore I delight 
to think of his Name 

I believe him to be thy only begotten 
Son, and our alone Medistor: Ladmire his 

Condeſcenſion and Love, and J willingly 
ſubmit to his Authority. 
1 


cn cM wm © -@ 


[6] 


I believe all che Circumſtances of his In- 
carnation and Birth, as they are related by 
thy Evangeliſts, and I am amazed at theſe 
ficſt ſteps of his Humiliation. 

O the charming Graces of his growing 
* Youth, which rendred him ſo lovely in the 
ſigh! of God and Man. 

O my God ! May the firſt and all the 
Y-ars of my Life be imploy'd to thy Glory 
and in doing thy Will, O my Creator and 
Redeemer ! 

believe and admire the fulneſs of thy 
Grace, and the Petfection of thy Virtues, 
and eſpecially the mighry force of thy Love, 
and the depth of thy Humility. 

O Bleſſed Life ! the true Light of the 
World, Be thou the great Example for me 
to follow. that I may never go aſtray or 
walk in Darkneſs. 4; 

O Meſfiah my Saviour! I believe the fa- 
mous Miracles which thou haſt wroughr, 
whereby thou haſt fully declared thy ſelf to 
be the Son of God with Power. 

O never ſuffer me to doubt of thy Glory 
and thy Divinity, tho' cloathed with Hu- 
man Fleſh, but let thy Spirit of Truth bring 
thoſe Inſtances of thy Power to mind, that 
»I may always hold faſt the Truth and adore 
thy Majcſty 

I believe O Holy Jeſus the heavenly Do- 
Qrine, and the gracious Words which pro- 
ceeded out of tby Mouth, and that there is 
no 
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no other Way to Salvation, than that which 
thou haſt raugbr us in thy Goſpel. 

O how ſweet are thy Words unto my 
Taſte, yea, ſweeter than Hony unto my 
Mouth ! | 

O what Grace What Wiſdom was pou- 
red out upon thy Lips O Lord of Life and 
Glory ! when thou ſpakeſt (as never Man 
ſpake) from the abundance of thy moſt pute 
and graceful Heart 

O let me always ſit at thy Feet, and hear 
thoſe Words of Life and Love, till they 
have changed my Heart unto thy Bleſſed 
Image, O Holy Jeſus ! even by the Opera- 
tions of thy powerful Spirit, 

1 believe, O Beloved Son, the fulneſs 
and perfection of thy Knowledge, both as 
to things paſt, and things ro come ; and 
that therefore the Prophecies, thou haſt ſpo- 
wok either have 'been, or ſhall be all ful- 

ed. 

Thus the dreadful Calamities which thou 
didſt foretel ſhould come upon the Jewiſh 
Nation for crucifying thee the Lord of 
Life, followed ſoon upon that ungrateful 
and barbarous People, who have ever ſince 
been ſcatrer'd into all Countries, the ſtand- 
ing Monuments of thv Juſtice. ** 

And I believe tbat thou O Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt art to be the Judge of all Men, and 

wilt come ag in, as thou haſt declared, in 
the Glory of thy Father, with all thy Holy 
Angels, to render to every Man according 
to his Deeds. 
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O chat I may always keep that great day 
in mind, with 'a firm belief of the Power 
and Glory thou wilt be revealed from Hea- 
ven with: That ſo I may be found at thy 
Coming, among the faithful Servants, doing 
, my Maſter's Will, | | 
x I believe, O amazing Love! thy many 
and bitter Sufferings here on Earth, out 
of pure Charity to rhe Souls of Men. 
But, O the Depth of thy Humiliation? 
O thou Equal of God ! Noc only taking 
upon thee the form of a Servant in Human 
Nature, but alſo in humbling thy ſelf to 
Death, even to the Death of the Croſs, for 
us miſerable Sinners! 
Who can expreſs the force of thy Love, | 
or dive into the depths of this Myſtery ? = 
O Crucifyed Jeſus? le is beyond the 
Tongue of Men or Angels to declare. 
O teach me by the bearing of thy Croſs, 
to know the Fellowſhip of thy Sufferings ; 
and let the Center of all my Knowledge and 
„ 8 be Jeſus Chriſt, and him Cruci- 
I believe, O Mighty Lord, that accot- 
ding to the Scripture, thou didft rile again 
from the dead, and didſt ſhew thy ſelf alive 
after thy Reſurrection, before many Eye» 
- witneſſes. * 1 
And I believe, O thou Eternal Fountain 
of Life and Light ! That after Forty Days 
tarrying on the Earth, for the Comfort and 
Confirmation of wer Diſciples, as well as 


for 
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for our Juſtification: Thou didſt aſcend 
up viſibly in their Preſence to Heaven, a 
Cloud receiving thy Sacred Body out; of 
their Sight. _ | | 

I believe, O Triumphant and Glorious 
Lord ! That thou waſt exalced to the Right 
Hand of the Throne of the Majeſty on high, 
Angels and Principalities, and all Powers 
in Heaven and Earth being made ſubje& un- 
ro thee. 

I believe, O Lord Jeſus ! that to declare 
the Truth of thy glorious Exaltation, and 
to make good thy Promiſe to thy Diſciples, 
thou didſt on the following Day of Penteceſ 
fend down the Power of thy Holy Spirit 

among em, enabling them to ſpeak divers 
Languages, to heal all manner of Diſeaſes, 
and to convert Thouſands by the Preaching 
of thy Goſpel. 

Glory be to thee O Holy Jeſus, who didſt 
thus remember thy poor Creature Man, 
when he was in the low Eſtate of Sin and 
Miſery, and didſt relieve him by thy Spirit, 
and raiſe him to a Participation of thy Di- 
vine Nature. | 

Glory be to thee O Son'of Ged for thus 
manifeſting thy Power, and ſpreading thy 

Goſpel and thy Kingdom here in the 
World, where Satan had ſo long exerciſed 4 
his Tyranny. 

Bleſſed be thy Name, O Son of Righte- 
.ouſneſs, that the Light of thy Goſpel has 

-reached even to us, and that thy 5 
| itit 
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Spirit is yet preſent, to regenerate and ſan- 
Qify all thoſe that are willing to open their 
Eyes, and turn from Darkneſs to Light, and 
from the Power of Satan unte God. 

But we muſt confeſs, O moſt Gracious 
Lord, that notwithſtanding all the Eviden- 
ces of thy exceeding Love to Mankind, 
there zre but very little Returns of Love 
made by thoſe who bear thy Name and 
hear thy Word, How few are they that 
know thee or love thee! 

Alas! O Lord, the Corruptions of the 
Chriſtian World are grown exceeding great: 

They are all gone out of the Way, they 
are altogether become filthy, there is none 
that doth good. | — 

O Chriſt, look down in Compaſſion upon 
us, and help us, fiir up a Spirit of Refor- 
mation among us, and let all Orders of 
Men conſider theit holy Profeſſion, and 
walk according to it. 

More eſpecially, O good God, the Father 
of Mercies, we entreat thee to turn the 
Hearts of the Fathers to their Children, thar 
they may inſtruQ their little ones in the 
Knowledge of thy Truth, that by their 
Mouchs thy Praiſe may be perfected, when 
their ſingle Eyes ſhall be opened, to fee the 
Wonders of thy Power, and of thy Love, 
which thou haft done in Ages paſt. ' 


Ler ch: People praiſe thee O God, yes, 
let all the People 7 thee. 4 5 


2 Let 
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Let Jews and Gentiles praiſe thee with one 
Heart, and with one Voice. 
Young Men and Maidens, Old Men and 
Children, praiſe the Name of the Lord, 
for his Name only is excellent, and his 
Praife above Heaven ahd Earth. 


| 


Hymns in Praiſe of the Divine Being, 
Perſons, and Attributes, 
I HYMN. 


A Call to all Creatures to Praiſe God. 


Earth, Seas, Air, and Heav'ns above, 
And in yon ev'ry thing 

Unite in one Harmonious Quire, 

A Sacred Song to ſing; 


To th' Holy, Holy, Holy One 
Eternal Deity, 

To Father, Son, and Spirit fing 
Glory, Glory, Glory. 


Tune firft you bright Inhabitants 
From your ſerene Abode, 
'Ye Cherubims, and Sersphims. 
Angels, and Saints of God. 


Ye know the wondrous Myſteries, 
The Glory, Beauty, Power 
Of the Almighty One, whom you 

So love, and ſo adore, 


Help 


[23] 
Help O Eternal Spirit of God, 
Enlighten at thy Fire 


Our Hearts with Wiſdom,teach out Tongues 
Th' utterance of our Deſire, 


Diſperſe thoſe Shades and Miſts which round 
Obſcure the Bleſſed Sight 

Of that Tranſcendent Lovely Face, 
Which would all Hearts del ght. 


That in the Shine of bis bright Rays, 
Contemplating his Glory, 

We may of al} his Wonders give 
A charming Inventory. 


Such as may rowſe th' awak'ned World, 
And make Men turn their Eyes, 

To view the Beauties of thy Grace, 
And leave theic Vanities. 


O how my Heart begins to melt 
Into Seraphick frame, 

Now I have find my Thoughts on God, 
My Spirit's all in flame. 


Ye Cherubs then your Voices raiſe, 
Archangels Trumpets blow, 

Ye Sion Saints your Harp ſtrings firike, 
Aad Thunders roar below. 


Thus Thunders, Trumpets, Voices, Harps, 
To 


All in one Conſort joyn, 
9 3³· 
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To fil the World with Harmony, 
Wonderful and Divine. 


To th' Holy, Holy, Holy One 
God manifeſt in Three, 

To Father, Son, and Spiric give 
Glory, Glory, Glory. 


Let ev'ry Creature ſing this Song, 
Each in his order ſay 


Hallelujah | Hallelujah ! 
Hoſannah | Hoſannah ! 


IL HYMN. 
To God the Father. 


Hon O Eternal Father art 
Moſt worthy of all P:aiſe, 
Let all thy Creatures ev'ry where 
To thee their Spirits raiſe. 


For thou haſt for thy Pleaſure Lord, 
Created ev'ry thing, 
From thee thev were, by thee they have 
Life, Motion, and Being. N ; 


Glory to thee O Holy One 
Eternal Deity, 

Who was, who is, th' Almighty God, 
And ſo will ever be. 11 
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III. HYMN. 
To the Son of God. 


Orthy is Jeſus Chriſt the Lamb; 
And Bleſſed Son of God, 
Honour and Glory to receive 
From each Creatures abode. 


Wiſdom and Riches, Power alſo 
To thee of right belong, 

And therefore Bleſſing is thy due, 
From every Heart and Tongue. 


Glory to thee Meek Lamb of God, 
Who for our Sins was flain, 
And our Redemption from the Cutſe, 
Didſt by thy Death obtain. 


Thy precious Blood ſufficient is 
To cleanſe each ſinful one 

That comes to thee, of any Tribe, 
Country, or Nation. 


Then let all Glory and Pow'r return 
Back to the Sacred Throne, 

Whence it all comes, even to God, 
And Chriſt his Only Son. 
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In Praiſe of God's Attributes. 


Come behold how wonderful 

Ila all his Works God is, | 
How glorious ? how wiſe! how good! 
And full of perfect Bliſs. 


Awake my Soul, ariſe and look 

Thro' the beſt Earthly Things, 
To God the Center of all good, _ 
The Spring from whence all ſprings. 


The Thoughts and Coun'els of the wiſe 
Derive their ſtreams from thee, 
And ſhew the depths of Wiſdom hid 
In the Divinity. © 


The greater and the leſſer Lights 
That ſhine by Day and Night, 

Declare the Glories of thy Face, 

W hich does all Heaven delight. 


When thou from Sion doſt appear, 
Thy Beauty to diſplay, 

How raviſh'd ate our Minds to ſee 

By ſo Divine a Ray. 


By thee all live and Motion have, 
All Nature's mov'd by thee, 
Hereby 


* 


— 
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Hereby we know Eternal Life 
Flows from the Deity. 


How pure's the Water, clear the S 
Thro' theſe we ſomewhat ſee 


Of th' Holy God, before whoſe Face 
The very Heavens flee. 


The Will we have to chooſe the Good, 
Or Evil to refuſe, 

Shews forth thy good and perfe& Will 
Towards 2 ſelf and us. 


The Good we wou'd, we know not how 
To do or to attain, 
Without thee we can nothing do, 
of By thee we all things can. 


An Pow'r belongs to thee O God. 
In Heav'n, in Earth and Seas, 


To execute as quick as Tho 
Thy Pleaſure all with *. 


Thou only the free Agent art 03 4 
| By none to be cohfin 'd, | 
Our Liberty is all from thee; . 
In Body, State and Mind. 


He that impartial Juſtice deals 
Truly and fan bfully, 

Reſembles th [mage of the Judge - 
That tries in Equity. 


Thou 


L902) : 


Thou know'ſt the Merits of each Cauſe, 


And haſt in all regard 


To Truth, thy ſtanding Meaſure for 


Puniſhment or Reward. 


But O the Bleſſed Harmony 


Of all thy Attributes! 


O God of Peace and Unity ! 
How one with th other ſuits. 


All's Diſcord here, all's weak and wants 
Some have a little ſhare, 

Thou haſt all fully; yet to all 

Still haſt enough to ſpare. 


O perfe& Love, ſupremely good, 
In whom all Good conſpires, 


Be thou the Obje& of m 
And of my beſt Defires. 


Love, 


'V. HYMN. 
To the Honour of Feſus Chriſt. 


God the. Son! How glorious has 
Thy Name throughout all Ages 
As yeſterday, thou art to day (ſhone, 
The ſame Chriſt Jeſus, ever One. 


Thou haſt thy Fathers Image born 


- Expreſly and moſt perfect 
Aide b 


wn how great, how w 
Is the Eternal Deity. 


112 how good 


If 


* 
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If veibd thy Face fo beauteous look d. 
The Word in Fleſh fo lovely was, 
How Raviſhing's thy Preſence then 
In Heav'n, where thou ſpeak'ſt face to 


(face. 
O Chriſt as thou exalted art 
From Earth up to thy Father's Throne, 
So as thy Word and Promiſe is, 
Draw us up to thee ev'ry one. 


Thus mounting high on Eagles Wings, 
We may have large and noble Views 
Of all thy Excellence, and thee 
For our Dearly beloved chuſe. 


O thou who haſt the Key, unloek 
Our Hearts to know thy Bleſſed Word, 
Where thy great Deeds from Age to Age, 
Have ſtood ſo lively on Record. 


By Thee, the WORD, the Worlds were 
And all in them to be began, (made, 
Thou ſat'ſt One of th' Eternal Three, 


In Councel about making Man. 


Thon waſt the Promis'd Seed to break 
The Power of Satan ſwelling high, 


From Adam's Sin, thro' all his Race, 


Thy Spirit ſtopp'd the Enemy. 


O Mighty Seed ! When Sin was grown 
So ſtrong, to wound it branch and _ 


[ 80] 
And in its place to raiſe a Plant, (Fruit. 
i Wich ſuch ſweet Flow'rs and pleaſant 


O Faireſt Man! O Mighty God! 
Thee the great Prophet, Jacob's Star, 
Wiſe, Wonderful, the Prince of Peace, 
Thy Prophet's Inſpired Words declare. 


All theſe thou didſt appear to be 
O Jeſu, when the Angel told 

Thy Lacarnation and tby Birth, (Gold. 
And Kings thee brought Incenſe and 


Thy Youth, thy Life, thy Miracles 
And Speech thee all Divine reveal'd; 
The things thou didſt forete), have been, 
And ſhall be all in time fullfill'd. 


But O the mighty force of Love! 

That preſs'd thy High. born Soul ſo low 
To miniſter to all, and laſt, 

To the Death of the Croſs to bow. 


O Spring of Life! that neither Death, 
Nor Grave, nor Hell could hold him 
Up the third Day he riſes; then (£1, 
From Earth to God's bright Throne he 


That Day the Angels ſang with Joy 
And Wonder thro'the Heav'nly Spheres 
And by the Gift and Power of Tongues, 
The Glorious News ſoon fill'd Mens 
(Ears. | 
Both 


* 


(paſt. « 


( 


Boi 
Pri 


He 
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Boch Heav'ns and Earth then with it ſhook; 
2 Hearts were thy Spirit's Temples made 
t Prophets and Teachers : By whoſe Speech 

Thy Goſpel thro' all Nations ſpread. 


_How gracious haſt thou been Dear Lord 
* f And yet how little have we known _. 
Or lov'd thee ! Vile Ingraticude ! 
Oar Sin with Grief and Shame we own. 


O Bleſſed Chriſt ! Our Souls revive, 

Once more with Love Mankind behold, 
And Jews and Gentiles turn to thee, 

That all may flock unto thy Fold. 


VI HYMN. 
* To the Holy Spirit. 


Holy Spirit Inviſible 
Yet Omnipreſent full of Pow'r, 
Teach me by thy Bleſt Influence 
To know thy Virtue more and more. 


Thro' all this Earthly Globe appeat d 
Thy wiſe and mighry Energy. 
When thou didft o're che Chaos br 
And things diſpoſe to Harmony. 


a 


To thee the Inſpir'd Prophets owe 
Their Inſpiration from above; 
Wiſe Men their Wiſdom, from thee Life 
All things derive that live and _—_ 
e 


1 


"7 l 4 * - 4x * c \ 4 » 
r 
9 7 * 
. * * 
— | 
- 


The powring of the Hol Oyl, 
| 85 Old on 1jraels Ki 1 Prieſts; 
She wd th' Unction of their Heads and Hearts 
Where thy o're ſhadowing Preſence reſts 


Was ſoon by thy Deſcent Suppli'd ; 
When after his Aſcending Up 
Thou didſt from Heaven gently ſlide. 


Diſperſing Joy to Holy Souls 

And Speech of divers Languages, 
Terrors to Sinners, to the Sick. 

And Broken Hearted Health and Eaſe. 


By thee the Living Church of God, 
Was Built on Chriſt the Corner Stone, 
And all the Builders wiſely Taught ; 


The Abſence of our deareſt Lord, 4 
* 
] 


To Build on that Foundation. 4 


By thee the Members to the Head, 
And to each others ſweetly Joyn, 

One Spirit Breaths thorow all their Hearts, 
And moves em all in one deſign. 


O Bleſſed Fountain ever full, 
Vet always flowing with Pare Streams. 
Deſcend unto my Thirſty Sou! 
And Sprinkle't with thy dewy Gems. 
O Light of Life Divinely Bright (Dart, 
Throughour my Mind ſuch Splendours , 
That all on Earth may nothing ſeem \ 
And God alone Poſſeſs my Heart. 


Gbory to thee O Holy Ghoſt. 
AS to the Father and the Son 
Av 


* 


As was, be now, and ever gung 
Ev n to the Thrice Bleſi d three in one | 
VII. HYMN. © 
N God I'll put my Truſt, 
Who made the Heavens and Eatth. 


*T was he Created me, and has 
Preſerv'd me from my Birth- 


All things that e're have been, 
In Earth, and Air, and Seas, 
He by his Power and Wiſdom made, 
Juſt as it did him Pleaſe. 


The Heavens above too of 
His Wondrous Works are full, 
The Saints and Angels Beauteous Frame 
In His Glory their Extol. 


The Cherubs ſhining Face 
And Seraphs ardent Fire, 

To Praiſe the Author of their Gifts, 
Harmoniouſly Conſpire. 


Theſe all in order Joyn'd, 
Each one in his Degree; 
As with one Heart and with one Mind, 


x 


Adore the Deity. 


Who gave them all a Law, 
His Pute and Biefſed Will; 
Which they from Time to Time withour, 
Any Controul Fulfil. > 


* 


net 


4 Happ had it been f | 
5 | For all this Earthly Frame, ; 
If. Man, 458 he Gods Image Bare, 7 
Had ſtill Preſerv'd: the Same. ; 


Then all things won'd have mov'd 

By the ficſt Perfect Rule; 
The 85 hings Above and Things below, 
Of Bleſſings had been full. 


Now Diſcord as the Curſe 
Of our ficſt Parents Sin, 
Reigns among all th Unhappy Race 
Of them chat <'ce have been. 


O God of Peace and Love 
| humbly thee Addteſs, 

Caſt out this Sin, and Man Reſtore 
To Peace and Happineſs. 


That when th' Oppreſſion's off, 
And we from Sin ate Free, 

Our Souls may ipring with Noble Acts 
Of Love and Praiſe to thee. . 


And once more all on Earth Ne 


As all in Heaven Above, 
In Holy Praiſe to thee O God. 
May by one Spirit move.“ 4 # 


O Bieſſad Three in One 44 ©; 5 ef 


All Glory is thy Due, 
My all than ever give it thee 


Ev'n oy Turk: Few. 
FT N 50 
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